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Two Eighth Graders Present Projects at
Orange County Science and Engineering Fair
By Christopher Dolak

F

or the first time, Carden Hall
submitted eighth grade science fair
projects to the Orange County Science
and Engineering Fair (OCSEF). Founded in
1955, OCSEF is a nonprofit organization
that supports science education. It takes
place annually at the Orange County Fair
Grounds.
Accepted to the fair were the projects of
Emily Schneider and Christopher Dolak.
Emily tested different liquids to see how fast
they neutralized. According to Miss
Veneziale, “Based upon what liquids a
diabetic patient consumes, this research
could help doctors to predict blood sugar
neutralization rates.” For his research,
Christopher conducted an experiment in the
field of botany. He attempted to determine
the effect of planting depth with respect to
different seed sizes.

The competition entailed a clear
presentation of one’s science fair poster
board and report. The judges also conducted
interviews and asked in-depth questions of
the presenters. With the help of Mrs.
Nelson, Miss Veneziale, and Miss Kumar,
both Emily and Christopher worked to
prepare themselves and eloquently answer
the judges’ queries about their projects.
The panel of judges for the OCSEF is
comprised of experts in science and
engineering. Several project categories
exist. They include Physics/Astronomy,
Botany, Earth Science/Physical
Environment, and Biochemistry/Molecular
Biology, to name a few.
Although the Carden Hall students did not
win any prizes, they certainly gained quite a
bit from this valuable and rewarding
(Continued on p. 4)

Catalina Calling
By Sophia Herbert and Lily Horns

A

t 5:45 a.m. on October 19, 2016,
seventh graders arrived at school to
board the bus and head to Catalina
Island. All were ecstatic to board the boat
and start the voyage, which began in a
bumpy manner and aptly marked this
exciting and new adventure. After playing

many rounds of “What Are the Odds?” and
numerous card games, the students were
sorted into groups. Having reached
Catalina, the seventh graders hauled their
luggage to their assigned cabins.
One of the many activities included
snorkeling. (Continued on p. 9)
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The Science Fair
By Lily Horns and Zachary Ditta

Rees Clasen answers younger students’ questions about his science project, “The Key to a Plant’s Heart.” PHOTO:
MISS KUMAR, JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER

E

very year, the Science Fair is eagerly
anticipated by Carden Hall students.
Over a period of three months, each
eighth grader chooses a research topic that
peaks her interest, conducts experiments or
tests, and then records her observations or
results. After that, students are given the
opportunity to explain their projects and
share their findings with the younger
students and parents at the Science Fair,
which takes place in the assembly area.
Students walk around to marvel at the
showcased projects and hear the fascinating
explanations of the eighth graders who have
worked very hard and are happy to share
what they have discovered. Because
students in each grade are given the
opportunity to look at the various projects

and ask questions, everyone learns so many
new and fascinating facts.
This year, testing the levels of vitamin C
in drinks was a popular topic. Additional
studies on how much sugar is found in sodas
and juices were also conducted.
When asked what advice they had for
seventh graders who would be participating
in the science fair next year, Keon Jafari
recommended that students should be sure to
pick a topic that they find “really
interesting,” after which Christopher Dolak
added, “And be sure to manage your time
wisely.”
Clearly, this year’s eighth graders worked
very hard and learned so much from one
another, and the variety of topics was
impressive! Fantastic work, eighth grade! w

Volume III: Issue 1

The Hall Street Journal

June 2, 2017

p. 3

How Many Ways Can You Slice Pi?
By Hayden Gibson

P

i Day, or rather March 14th, is a day of
bustling activity at Carden Hall.
Every year, the sixth graders celebrate
this important mathematical occasion by
creating visual displays to show pi. The
students cut strips from a variety of colored
construction paper and make a paper pi
chain, in which each link represents a digit
of pi. Another favorite portrayal of pi takes
form as Pi City. Somewhat similar to a bar
graph, each “building” is cut from black
construction paper and represents one digit.
The students even have a pi-reciting
contest! In this friendly competition,
students volunteer to recite from memory as
many digits of pi as they can. This year’s
winner, Vivi Spitz, memorized eighty digits!
She generously shared her strategy and told
of how she practiced ten digits each night
and then recalled the previously memorized
digits. Pi Day is certainly an exciting event
for the entire sixth grade! w

This drawing was created by the entire sixth grade.
PHOTO: MISS KUMAR, JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER

The sixth graders cut strips of black construction paper to make silhouettes of “buildings” for Pi City.
PHOTO: MISS KUMAR, JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER
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Two Eighth Graders Present Projects at Orange County Science and Engineering Fair
(Continued from p. 1)

Christopher Dolak explains the intricacies of his science fair project, “Race to the Top.” PHOTO: MISS KUMAR,
JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER

learning experience. The Orange County Science and Engineering Fair offered the perfect
platform for Carden Hall students to learn how to present their work in front of a variety of
science professionals and academicians outside of school. It also provided them with the
exciting opportunity to answer specific questions about their research and meet candidates from
other schools as well. In many ways, it was a unique and rewarding experience indeed! w

Patriotism Personified
By Keon Jafari

T

his fall, the names of all fifty states
were sung with gusto by our third
grade students. From Alabama to
Wyoming, the United States song brought
smiles to all at the assembly. In addition to
their enthusiastic singing, the third graders
donned the most vibrant and unique state
hats! These patriotic pupils worked hard to
create their original accessories.

The choreography added even more
energy to the performance. Some students
even twirled as their states’ names were
sung. Clearly, the third graders had
rehearsed with dedication. All in all, the
lively performance brought joy to the
audience members and provided the Class of
2017, in particular, with yet another
delightful memory at Carden Hall. w
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Tom Sawyer Party
By Thomas Stobart

O

n February 10, 2017, the sixth
graders, many of whom were
wearing jeans, flannel shirts, and
straw hats, marched within the white boards
and through the parking lot to take part in a
popular Carden tradition, the Tom Sawyer
Party. Several entertaining activities at this
merry celebration brought joy to all.
Friendly competitions, such as the Leap
Frog Race, the Hula Hoop Race, and Apple
Bite, amused the students as they gleefully
participated. The first place winners of the
Apple Bite competition were Cameron
Waterman and Charlotte Semon, while the
second place winners were Daniel Mattar
and Vivi Spitz.

One of the games, the Marble Toss,
required students to toss marbles into rings
to gain points. The first place winners in
this contest were Spencer Webb and Layne
Galle, while Thomas Dolak and Emily Do
were the second place winners. Later, the
classes participated in a tug-of-war. As the
students lined up to pull at the rope, several
members of the sixth grade classes
confidently cheered one another on. Each
class tugged and pulled with great might,
until the victorious team emerged.
Ultimately, Mrs. Burnside’s class won.
Without a doubt, the sixth graders will never
forget this unique event and memorable
experience. w

A New Mascot
By Christopher Dolak

T

his year Mrs. Jones, Director of
Academics at Carden Hall, brought a
new pet to school. His name is Zeus.
When this purebred Golden Retriever puppy
from Michigan was brought into the eighth
grade homeroom on the first day of school,
all the students fell in love with him.
Walking around the room, Zeus was pet by
everyone he greeted.
Zeus is Mrs. Jones’s fifth Golden
Retriever and her sixth dog. When he walks
outside, his soft, light fur glistens in the

sunlight. Sammy Sloan, an eighth grade
student, expressed that she liked “his
fluffiness” and the fact that he has an
energetic personality.
While watching Zeus play fetch, eighth
grader Grace Cutrell noted that he always
retrieves the ball, but also, “You have to
wrestle it away.” Altogether, Zeus makes a
perfect mascot because he matches the
liveliness and energy of all the people
around him. w

“Depth of friendship does not depend on length of
acquaintance.” – Rabindranath Tagore
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Rain, Rain, Go Away; Come Again Another Day!
By Zachary Ditta and Lily Horns

O

n December 21st … Actually, on
January 13th, Carden Hall had its
outstanding all-school Christmas
program. The reason for the delay was the
heavy rainfall. Even though it stopped us
the first time, we were able to have our
assembly on a beautiful day in January.
The program started with the first and
second graders festively singing “Down,
Down the Chimney.” Soon after, the third
and fourth graders performed “Christmas
Day,” and the fifth and sixth graders joyfully
caroled “At Christmas.” While the junior
high students moved to the center, all of the
students sang “Joy the World.” Later, the
seventh and eighth graders enchanted the
audience with their complex rendition of
“Carol of the Bells” by Mykola Leontovych.

Then, eighth grader Christopher Dolak
commanded the stage with his incredible
performance of “O Holy Night.” He shared,
“I was nervous at first. My legs wouldn’t
stop shaking, but once I started singing, I
felt much more comfortable.”
The crowd also greatly enjoyed the
delightful version of “Angel Band” by JPF
students as well as the traditional entrance of
the joyful JP angels, who lit up the assembly
area with their bright eyes and adorable
costumes. For the finale, every student sang
“Silent Night,” first, in French and then, in
English. Although the all-school Christmas
assembly occurred in January this year, the
joyous Christmas spirit of this particular
program was surely one to remember
forever. w

“Joyous people are not only the happiest, but the
longest lived, the most useful, and the most successful.”
– O. S. Marden
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The End of Orange County’s Drought?
By Christopher Dolak

T

his year’s rain and snowfall have
provided California with some
welcome relief from the drought
conditions that the state has been enduring
over the past several years. The storms have
ended the drought in most parts of the state
and have done so in Orange County as well.
According to the U.S. government’s online
drought monitor, 86% of California was
named as being in a “Severe Drought” state
last year, while 40% of California was
experiencing “Exceptional Drought” – the
worst type of drought. Following the heavy
rain and snowstorms of the winter and
spring, no California area is currently
designated as being in a “Severe Drought”
or in an “Exceptional Drought” state.
California’s drought has been
substantially reduced by the recent
precipitation, as the only drought areas in
the state are categorized as “Moderate
Drought.” The number of these regions has
dropped to less than a quarter of the state;
however, those zones are all in Southern
California and include a large section of
Orange County. Accordingly, while Orange
County is no longer experiencing a “Severe
Drought,” most of the region remains
“Abnormally Dry,” with vast sections in a
“Moderate Drought.”
Earlier in the year, “[H]eavy to excessive
precipitation pounded areas [to the] west

through most of California, particularly the
Sierra Nevada, coastal regions, and the
southwestern interior,” the Drought Monitor
reported. Additionally, in the mountains,
snowfall amounts have been impressive.
“Statewide average snowpack (snow water
equivalent) is almost twice the normal for
late January, and somewhat more than twice
the normal in the southern Sierra Nevada,”
announced this weather source. Now, that’s
news!
Until the snow melts, however, cities that
are dependent on groundwater wells will not
have access to the water contained in this
snowpack. As the Drought Monitor noted in
February, “[T]o date groundwater levels
have not responded as one might expect and
remain critically low…[T]he deepest well
may not respond to the recent inundation for
many more months.”
According to the National Weather
Service, mostly dry weather is forecast for
Orange County in the near future, with only
a small chance of light rain. While any such
rain will further reduce the severity of
Orange County’s drought, it is unlikely to
end it at this time.
Clearly, conserving water is an important
action that all of us can take. Not only
would doing this be beneficial now, but it is
a great plan for the future as well. Overall,
it seems to be a good idea not to waste. w

It really boils down to this: that all life is interrelated. We are
all caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied into a
single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one destiny,
affects all indirectly. – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Volume III: Issue 1

The Hall Street Journal

June 2, 2017

p. 8

A Dance Through the Decades
By Lily Horns
(Hayden Gibson, Christopher Dolak, and Carissa Penjoyan contributed to this article.)

Colorful decorations and dinnerware adorn the dining area of the Through the Decades winter dance. PHOTO: MISS
KUMAR, JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER

T

he 1950s, 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, and
1990s were vastly different decades,
but on Wednesday, February 3, 2017,
the students of junior high joined those ages
and danced to their hearts’ content at the
winter event.
The festivities began with junior high
students indulging in some very sweet
cinnamon pretzels and then playing games.
In one game, Get the Oreo, students had to
somehow get an Oreo cookie, which had
been placed on their foreheads, into their
mouths without using their hands. Water
Tic-Tac-Toe Pong was another game in
which students bounced ping-pong balls into
a bucket that had been set on a teammate’s
head. One particular competition brought
plenty of laughter to all involved. In this

game, each person tied a balloon to his own
ankle. He then tried to pop others’ balloons,
while making sure that his balloon did not
get popped. It was quite a sight! Lastly, the
Water Bottle Flipping contest infused all
with yet another wave of energy.
Time seemed to fly as the games were
played, and after about two hours the eighth
grade was excused to freshen up and get
dressed for the dance. The seventh graders
did the same, as they anxiously waited for
the night of dining, laughing, and dancing to
commence. As everyone trickled into the
assembly area to socialize for a bit, the
seventh and eighth graders were asked to
guess the number of pieces of candy that
were in two separate jars. The winners,
seventh grader Ann (Continued on p. 14)
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Catalina Calling (Continued from p. 1)
Getting into wetsuits, goggles, and masks, one could not help but be eager to snorkel in Doctor’s
Cove at Emerald Bay, which must be one of prettiest places to snorkel in the world! Beautiful
wonders were in store. Like tiny jellyfish, air bubbles wobbled up to the surface as seventh
graders swam past rocks with sponge-like textures and vibrant corals. According to several
seventh graders, this was one of the most enjoyable activities during this field trip.
On the second day of the trip, two of the groups went kayaking with their leaders. While
paddling around the buoys, students watched seagulls fly overhead and raced each other to get a
win for their team. Overall, this camp was a terrific addition to Carden Hall’s annual school
field trips. w

Sixth Graders Have a Blast at AstroCamp
By Christopher Dolak

F

or the first time, the sixth grade spent
two nights in early November at
science campy in Idyllwild,
California. This excursion was the first
sleepaway camp that sixth graders have ever
attended at Carden Hall. Two buses carried
the entire sixth grade class, along with Mrs.
Martinez, Miss Veneziale, Mr. Cornell, Mrs.
Taylor, and Mrs. Richards, to the camp in
the mountains near Palm Springs.
When they arrived, the energetic campers
set up their sleeping bags in the dormitory,
where three to six students per room stayed
together. The sixth graders attended two to
four classes per day. Classes covered
fascinating topics, such as natural science,
astronomy, and physics. Students went on
two hikes, one during the day and one at

night. They marveled at the beautiful
scenery as they traversed the long and
winding trails.
After the classes the campers played
entertaining games and participated in many
enjoyable activities. They played basketball
games, cards, and human foosball.
Together, the sixth graders ate their meals in
the large dining hall. Sixth grader Thomas
Dolak reported, “The food was very good.”
At night, students talked, laughed, and
played cards until 10:00 p.m.
Overall, the camp was a wonderful way to
learn about the environment, while having a
great time. Based on the enthusiastic
responses and reactions of the animated
campers, Carden Hall’s first astrocamp was
certainly an enormous success! w

“In nature we realize an infinite power.” – Goethe
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Robin Hood Party
By Thomas Stobart

Fifth grade students and their families have a friendly game of tug-of-war at the Robin Hood Party. PHOTO: THOMAS
STOBART, ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

E

very year, when they have finished
reading Robin Hood, the fifth graders
enjoy a party during which they don
costumes and play several games. The two
major activities are archery and cudgeling,
which are later followed by tug-of-war and
relay races.
Archery requires focus and is often
mentioned as a favorite. After lining up at
the crease, each archer is given three arrows
to hit the target and achieve the highest
score. This year’s first place winners were
Eitan Rochverger and Raya Nesselrod.
When asked how he felt while shooting,
Eitan shared specifics. He stated that he felt
he needed to shoot his three arrows well and

shoot them in the way he had practiced. The
second place winners were Davis Gershon
and Alexa Han, while Conrad Martinez and
Marea Craig were the third place winners.
In cudgeling, a hobby of strength, each
participant uses a club that is about four feet
long. There are two divisions: Nottingham
and Sherwood Forest. As each individual
takes his turn, he must step up and try to
knock down his opponent. This year’s fist
place winners were: Liyah Azar, Aynalem
Pierce, Dylan Nguyen, and Maximilian
Saga. The second place winners were:
Sannah Dhamija, Arden Stobart, Michel
Nickin, and Bryson Shea. Congratulations,
and great costumes, everyone! w
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Order on the Court
By Sophia Herbert

I

t was fall and that time of year again, when the Carden Hall Eagles volleyball team started
with a new group of girls. Winning the team’s first game against North Tustin and practicing
Monday through Thursday every week, the team kept honing its skills.
“I like volleyball because anyone can learn it and have fun playing it. After every point, we
high-five each other and congratulate whoever made the point,” shared Kate Kaiser, a seventh
grader and setter on the team.
Mrs. Stewart, the volleyball coach, was excited for this year because it was a great team that
was working on new techniques almost every day. She said that she was thrilled to work with
such a wonderful group of girls who all have great abilities and a willingness to work together.
Way to keep up the excellent teamwork and positive attitudes, everyone! w

ILLUSTRATION: LILY HORNS, ILLUSTRATOR

Beach Party
By Thomas Stobart

A

s the anticipation for the beach party
grew, junior high students became
more and more eager for the first
party of the year. Seventh grader Kiernen
Springborn stated that he was “looking
forward to spending time in the water.”
When the students reached the beach,
they ran toward the water and plunged in for
more than an hour of body surfing. Bode
Polhemus shared that he had a great time in
the water and enjoyed the opportunity to

body surf. Students also played water
games. Additional activities included surf
ball, volleyball, and nation ball. There was
even a relay race!
Having worked up their appetites, junior
high students appreciated the burgers, chips,
watermelon, and brownies at the end of the
day. The rich and delicious brownies
seemed to be a popular favorite. Without a
doubt, the first party of the school year will
be fondly remembered by all. w
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A Trip to Remember
By Keon Jafari

T

he 2017 France trip was a memorable
experience that I shall treasure for the
rest of this year and long after I
graduate from Carden Hall.
After a twelve-hour flight on AirFrance,
our group was greeted by our tour guide
outside the airport where our bus was
waiting for us. The guide’s name was
Laurent, and he stayed with us throughout
our entire adventure through Europe.
Immediately after we loaded our luggage
onto the bus and made sure we were all
together, we headed directly to Paris, where
we viewed the Pantheon, the Louvre, and
the Place de la Bastille, but those were the
sights we admired from the bus. The places
that we were actually able to explore on foot
were the Eiffel Tower, the Arc de Triomphe,
Notre-Dame de Paris, and a garden by the
name of Jardin du Luxembourg, where we
had a beautiful picnic in the afternoon. My
favorite moment was when we visited the
Eiffel Tower, which was incredible to
behold and has a fascinating history. At the
end of the first day, we were all tired and
decided to check in at the hotel, which
provided us with a very comfortable stay.
The next day, we left the hotel and headed
to Guédelon, where a Medieval-style castle
was being constructed by Medieval tools.
This process has been going on for about
twenty-five years, and it has been estimated
that the construction will be completed in
the year 2022. This was an interesting visit
because we were able to see how people of
the past constructed castles by using the
technology that they had during those times.
The following day, we traveled to Colmar
in France where we stayed to take in the
gorgeous German architecture and meet
with the friendly residents of the town. We

also heard about the Colmar man who
sculpted the Statue of Liberty. In fact, a
smaller version of the Statue of Liberty was
placed there to represent the man’s legacy.
Also, we appreciated our visit to the city of
Strasbourg, where we had the opportunity to
see the Strasbourg Cathedral and enjoy a
tour of the city. Another city that we visited
on that same day was Beaune, where a
magnificent, old hospital had been built in
the 1400s to serve the poor.
On our last day in France (but not our last
day in Europe), we visited Ungersheim,
where we learned a great deal about a farm.
At this farm, we were told of how people
used to live in tiny houses with their
animals!
When we traveled to Germany, we spent
time in the city of Freiberg and learned
about its background during our tour. We
also delighted in authentic German cuisine
and were able to see how the first cuckoo
clocks were designed. On the same day, we
reached Switzerland and journeyed to
Zurich where we split into groups to venture
out and explore the city ourselves. Later, we
all met back at the hotel, rested until it was
time for dinner, and then savored a
delectable Swiss meal. We took that perfect
opportunity to heartily thank Miss Sutton
and share all of our favorite moments of the
trip before we went back to our rooms to
pack for the journey home.
For me, this trip was not just about
traveling to Europe and looking at buildings.
It gave me the opportunity to interact with
the seventh graders and get to know them as
friends, rather than as a group of younger
students whom I see walking down the
hallways between classes. (Continued on
p. 13)
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A Trip to Remember (Continued from p. 12)
I am happy that I was able to spend so much
time with my previous as well as my current
teachers along with the seventh graders.
Thank you all for making this trip an

unforgettable one. I know I shall look back
upon these memories and adventures with
great fondness, not only soon after I
graduate but also for many years to come. w

Adventures in New York
By Christopher Dolak

F

ollowing our trip to fascinating
Washington D.C., Carden Hall eighth
graders traveled to vibrant New York
City. We arrived at the famous and always
bustling Grand Central Station. Having
enjoyed lunch at the station, we boarded our
charter bus to Central Park, where we visited
Belvedere Castle and explored the area.
Next, our energized group walked to Fifth
Avenue and did a little shopping. We all
met up at Times Square, posed for a group
photo, and checked out some of the sights
and more shops. After dinner, we went to
the Rockefeller Center and took the elevator
to the ‘Top of the Rock’ to behold the
magnificent views of the bright city lights.

The next morning, our group went on a
tour of Madison Square Garden, where we
learned interesting historical facts about the
arena. We savored our delicious lunches at
Katz’s Deli in Times Square, boarded a bus
to Brooklyn, and then began our walk back
to Manhattan across the Brooklyn Bridge.
This part of the journey took us to the
Financial District, where we visited the 9/11
Memorial and Museum and learned about
the tragedy that occurred there.
Later that evening, we saw the musical
School of Rock at the Winter Garden Theatre
on Broadway. The students enjoyed the
spectacular show very much. This was
certainly a memorable trip for all! w
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A Dance Through the Decades (Continued from p. 8)

Gina Leaman, Nikki Fakhimi, Bella Kim, Emily Schneider,
Grace Murphy, and Sofia Rans smile during social hour.
PHOTO: MISS KUMAR, JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER

Wood and eighth grader Talia Baia, were
cheerfully congratulated by their peers.
For dinner, a line was formed and all of
the students walked with their dinner
partners to the art room where the food was
served. The delectable meal included
macaroni and cheese, Caesar or barbecue
chicken salad, pepperoni or cheese pizza,
and sourdough bread.
Following a very satisfying dinner, the
students were led on a peaceful evening
stroll, during which friends casually walked
and talked. After enjoying the fresh evening
air, the junior high was ushered into a
festively decorated area, where the dancing
took place. From the beginning, the music
of different decades had the entire junior
high moving and grooving.
Then, to surprise the seventh graders and
the chaperones, the eighth graders took the
party to the next level of enthusiasm and
enjoyment. Choreographed by Miss Kumar
and with the added flair of talented eighth
graders, the dances that the Class of 2017
performed were absolutely spectacular!
Eighth grader Harley Knode cut and mixed
the carefully selected music, which included
two songs from each decade. Throughout
each song segment, the students and
teachers cheered with glee, as the next hit

was played. Chart toppers, ranging from
Chuck Berry’s Johnny B. Goode and
Chubby Checker’s Let’s Twist Again to
Stayin’ Alive by the Bee Gees, had the feet
of the seventh graders tapping to the beats,
while the eighth graders danced their
choreographed steps.
Multiple seventh graders praised the
eighth graders’ separate as well as collective
dance performances. Exclamations were
heard from across the room, “They rocked
it! These Boots Are Made for Walking!
Can’t Touch This! They blew us away!”
After the remarkable show, eighth graders
high-fived one another and thanked teachers
for their praise. Eighth grader Grace
Murphy enthusiastically shared, “That was
so much fun!” Several eighth graders
nodded in agreement, while seventh graders
and junior high teachers recalled the
particularly entertaining dance performances
of Matthew DeCrona, Clay Kaneko, and
Rees Clasen to Wake Me Up and Footloose.
After the grand finale, everyone meandered
outside to celebrate and cool off with
refreshing drinks, as they continued to
discuss highlights and memorable moments
of the surprise performance.
Near the end of this very special night, ice
cream cake was served for dessert. The
treats were greatly enjoyed by both grades.
The winter dance concluded with Bohemian
Rhapsody and all of the students bobbing
their heads to beat while jumping, swaying,
and dabbing to the last classic song of the
night.
Overall, the junior high students
concurred that this party was, by far, a great,
out-of-sight, far out, psychedelic, groovy,
gnarly, rad, sweet, old school, and
absolutely wonderful party. Thank you,
Class of 2017! w
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Seussical the Musical!
By Christopher Dolak

Dressed in their costumes and in full make-up, eighth graders perform Seussical the Musical on a bright and breezy
afternoon. PHOTO: MISS KUMAR, JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER

T

his year the Class of 2017 presented
Seussical the Musical, inspired by
Dr. Seuss. The musical was a great
experience for all involved. When the
theme was announced, the students were full
of energy and eager to learn more about it.
The roles were perfectly cast after auditions
took place, and all were ready to prepare for
the performance of this funny and exciting
story. Learning all of the lines and
choreography required a great deal of time
and dedication from the students, and the
teachers were so helpful.

By the last dress rehearsal, the entire
musical had come together beautifully. The
actors and the behind-the-scenes crew spent
almost an equal amount of time preparing.
Soon, they were ready to perform! Both
shows on Wednesday and Thursday went
spectacularly.
Our class would like to give special
thanks to Mrs. Asay, the producer of the
musical. Thank you for your
encouragement and guidance to help us with
this fantastic production! w

"Discipline helps you finish a job, and finishing is what
separates excellent work from average work." – Pat Summit
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A Spook-tacular Halloween Performance
By Angelina Lyon and Katherine Rafla

P

erformed by Carden Hall eighth
graders, Dr. Doom is an entertaining
story that tells of a couple whose car
breaks down during inclement weather.
Looking for shelter, the two youths find a
mysterious castle, occupied by Dr. Doom.
The lead of Dr. Doom was played
fabulously by Vance Knode. Serena Bard
and Christian Moyano brilliantly acted as
the startled couple. Eighth grader Russell
Barone and seventh grader Leyli Fassihi
shared that they enjoyed the “scary sounds
and special effects” and that Rees Clasen

was “hilarious” as the strange, little man.
Seventh grader Jake Watkins thought that
the wig worn by Connor Edwards was
perfect for the show, as eighth grader Keon
Jafari nodded his head in agreement and
added that this had been a “great bonding
experience to have with my friends.”
On the day of the scheduled performance,
it rained, so the show was pushed back and,
consequently, landed on Halloween! It was
an exciting event that certainly inspired all
of the students, who were ready for an
evening filled with amusement and glee. w
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Pumpkin Parade
By Thomas Stobart

O

n October 28, 2016, joy pervaded
the courtyard as enthusiastic junior
high students set up their pumpkin
creations to entertain and inspire fellow
Carden Hall students. Lining up their
pumpkins, the pupils prepared for one of the
school’s major highlights of the year: the
Pumpkin Parade.
As the people walked around to admire all
of the students’ work, they shared their
words of praise. When the JP and JPF
groups visited each display, the young boys

and girls expressed their awe with bright,
curious eyes and squeals of delight. Many
gushed about the pumpkins they enjoyed.
Some of these original pumpkins included:
Nemo and Dory, “Chewy” Chewbacca, and
fantastic football-themed pumpkins.
The seventh and eighth graders received a
form of recognition for their artistry and
inventiveness. Clearly, the junior high
students worked very hard on their projects
and invested much time and effort into their
endeavors. Great job, everyone! w

Seventh grader Nathan Kutscher and eighth grader Katie Jones smile for the camera as they pose with
their pumpkin innovations. PHOTOS: ZACHARY DITTA, PHOTO EDITOR

“Don’t reserve your smiles for only your intimate
friends. Fortunately, smiles are available in unlimited
supply.” – Mae Carden
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Halloween Hullabaloo
By Carissa Penjoyan and Grace Cutrell

O

n October 21,
2016, the adorable
first graders
performed the Halloween
Hoedown with JPF, JP,
and second grade students
all singing as part of the
chorus.
While circling “to the
right on Halloween night,”
the enthusiastic facial
expressions of the

performers reflected the
joy of the song. Keeping
with the beat, the students
remembered their steps
and clearly had a
wonderful time.
As they bobbed for
apples, the animated
actions of these young
students were admired by
all in the audience.

The delightful
choreography, along with
the students’ lively acting
abilities, made everyone
smile and giggle.
Without a doubt, all
were dazzled by the
sparkling energy of the
students and were happy to
enjoy the Halloween
hullaba-boo! w

Halloween Party Entertains Students and Parents
By Thomas Stobart

A

t 7:00 p.m. on
October 28, 2016,
the junior high
Halloween Party took
place. The seventh and
eighth graders dressed in a
variety of costumes. At
the event there were
games, dancing, and
delicious snacks. Before
arriving at the party,
everyone had prepared a
short skit or performance

of some kind. Many
people based their skits on
funny memes.
As the parents sat on the
benches and watched, the
students lined up with their
groups, ready to perform.
One of the most
memorable dances was by
eighth grader Katie Jones,
who gave a ballet
performance. A group of
seventh graders, including

Duncan Needham and
Preston Pitchess, wore tiedye shirts and lip synced to
a song. Square dancing
was the highlight for many
people. The music
included a mix of country
and modern. Junior high
students danced joyously
to the Cupid Shuffle, the
Wobble, and Popcorn. It
was an eventful and
entertaining night for all. w
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Grateful for Thanksgiving
By Keon Jafari

T

hanksgiving is a time to be grateful
for what we have and whom we love.
This year, when the leaves were
falling and the crisp breezes of autumn were
dancing through the air, the spirit of
gratitude and thoughts of spending time with
family warmed my heart. Fall had arrived
and so had the time for Carden Hall’s 2016
Thanksgiving Assembly.
The gathering began as the whole student
body hummed its way into the courtyard.
When the students reached their places, they
began to sing “We Gather Together.” It was
impressive to hear everyone singing in
unison. Mrs. Dablow commenced the
assembly by greeting parents and reciting a
short prayer. Then, JPF through second
grade preformed “The Turkey Fling.”
Following this joyous ditty was the lower
grade’s rendition of “The Pilgrims and the
Indians.” Next we listened to a poem,
entitled Thanksgiving Day, which told of all

the delicious foods everyone would be
eating on the holiday.
After more musical acts and poems were
performed, the entire school joined together
again to sing “Let Us Give Thanks to the
Lord” and “With Grateful Heart, I Thank
You, Lord,” which really showcased the
students’ musical range. Soon thereafter, An
Indian Prayer was beautifully delivered, and
the seventh and eighth graders gave an
upbeat performance of “Giving Thanks,”
complete with rhythmic snaps. The entire
school then recited Psalm 100. Concluding
the assembly in the perfect manner was Mrs.
Dablow, who recounted the story of the first
Thanksgiving. Together, all sang the
beautiful piece, “For Autumn Sky.”
Being here on Earth is a gift and blessing,
and we should all feel thankful for
everything we have been given. This is how
Thanksgiving Assembly has always made
me feel. w

Food Drive
By Christopher Dolak

E

very year at Carden Hall, the students
and parents participate in a food
drive before Thanksgiving. Junior
high students announce this event in all the
classrooms and tell all the cheerful pupils
about what they can bring to help those in
need.
This past November, food, basic items for
babies, and other non-perishable goods were
brought to school by students over a period
of three days: Wednesday, Thursday, and
Friday. The eighth grade students visited

assigned rooms to collect bags that were full
of provisions. They brought the items to a
truck, which, after being filled, was driven
to the S.O.S. (Share Our Selves) charity
center. In an organized fashion, the eighth
graders then unloaded the truck and placed
the bags on shelves in the building. Having
helped people, good feelings flooded
everyone’s hearts and souls.
We are fortunate indeed to be able to help
others and make a positive contribution to
society. w
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Short Stories
Science Lesson
By Hayden Gibson and Lily Horns

“O

h, my gosh!” Milly shrieked.
“How am I supposed to go to
school when I have this…?” On
one distinctive, idiosyncratic, diurnal course
(odd day), Milly went to school where
almost no excitement happened, except for
this one, particular midday recess.
Milly had just finished eating her
Soobway sandwich and Dr. Paper soda. She
arrived to find that Kode, Jackson, Guy, and
Luke had already started a game. Milly ran
over to join the fun, when she was “so
kindly” greeted by a ball, kicked by Kode,
directly in her eye! Jackson and Milly just
laughed it off, while the others stood
watching and snickering at her. While
walking home, Milly noticed that her eye
was irritated and abnormally red. She
thought nothing of it and entered her room,
which was soon filled with the sound of
snoring.
The sleepy girl woke up confused because
she could not see clearly through one eye.
Afraid, Milly tried to place her hand upon
her cheek. It had an uneven surface and was
rough but somehow familiar. When she
stood up, there was a faint rattling of crisp
leaves. She went to her mirror and noticed
antler-like limbs, branching out in different
directions. It was a living, growing tree that
was still quite small, but it was still a tree!
Bewildered, Milly stood there, while she
frantically recalled the events of the game.
The child concluded that there must have
been a seed on that filthy ball. Milly rushed

ILLUSTRATION: HAYDEN GIBSON, ART DIRECTOR AND
CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR

downstairs to inform her parents, but they
had gone to work early. Quickly, Milly ate
her food and rushed to school. As she ran
down the street, she noticed that the tree had
grown a couple of inches. The teacher said
nothing when Milly entered the room, but
her fellow classmates (Continued on p. 21)
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Science Lesson (Continued from p. 20)
stared at her with wide eyes. She wondered
why none of the instructors said anything to
her, but all the other students had petrified
expressions on their faces as the lessons
continued throughout the day.
Every hour, the branches seemed to cover
a bit more of her face until P.E. She lay on
the grass and was unable to move because
the once small sapling had now embedded

her into the ground with its roots! She could
not move her body. Milly gazed up at the
bright blue sky and watched the clouds drift
sluggishly. She had become the tree!
Bam! Milly’s book slammed shut with a
loud thud. She groggily woke up from her
deep slumber, when she heard the teacher
ask, “Any questions about the life cycle of a
tree?” w

Nothin’ but Blues Skies…
By Christopher Dolak

I

n the hopes that I might get to sing it at
the retirement home, my mother
suggested I try out for the “O Holy
Night” solo. I never thought in a million
years that I would be selected to sing in
front of the entire school. My mother was
equally surprised when I was chosen. We
were happy for about a minute, until the
panic set in.
How was I going prepare in time for the
assembly? I had never sung by myself in
front of an audience of more than four
people before. My weekly guitar and piano
lessons immediately turned into singing
lessons.
Over the next two weeks, I must have
sung “O Holy Night” over one hundred
times. Although I was only able to practice
singing at one all-school rehearsal, I was

feeling fairly confident when the big day
arrived.
Then, it rained. “Great,” I thought to
myself. “I have three more weeks of
practice and anxiously anticipating the next
performance.” And, of course, the second
all-school rehearsal was rained out.
When the Christmas program was finally
set to happen in January, blue skies arrived,
and I was able to perform. I started out with
a nervous and quiet tone but became louder
and gained confidence as the song
progressed. I also came in a measure too
early, but Mr. Wolfe rescued me with a
quick adjustment. In the end, I created
somewhat of my own version of the song,
but, then again, that’s what I hear soloists
do. w
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Are You Smarter Than a Sixth Grader?
By Christopher Dolak

S

tudents of the Class of 2019, also known as this year’s sixth graders, were asked what
advice they would give to next year’s sixth graders. The pie chart below reveals their
riveting responses.

Survey results were compiled by Christopher Dolak.
The most popular advice that they offered was to be organized and to use a planner. To be
responsible and do your best tied for third place. Other helpful suggestions included: pay
attention, attend lunch study hall, and check one’s work carefully. Wiser than their years might
suggest, Carden Hall sixth graders sure know what they need to do to get things done! (Hmmm,
does anyone else think that this pie visual looks quite similar to a celebratory No-HomeworkClinics-last-trimester pizza?) w

“Wisdom begins in wonder.” – Socrates
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Did You Know…?
Compiled by Zachary Ditta and Lily Horns
(Sources: Guinness Book of World Records and National Geographic Kids)

· The largest soda float contained 2850 gallons of vanilla Coke and 7200 scoops of ice cream, all
of which was pumped into a very tall glass.
· The glass into which 2850 gallons of vanilla Coke and 7200 scoops of ice cream were pumped
was fifteen feet tall.
· The surface area of the world’s largest pizza is 13,580.28 square feet.
· The tallest man living is Sultan Kösen who towers over all with a height of 8 feet 2.8 inches.
· Olympic gold medals consist of more than 90% silver.
· Traffic lights were invented before cars.
· Water blown out of a blue whale’s spout can shoot up to three stories high.
· A sea turtle can weigh as much as a water buffalo.
· Octopuses (or octopi) have three hearts.
· Bees have five eyes.
· Pigs can get sunburned.
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Simple Recipes
Banana Chocolate Chip Cookies
Selected by Katherine Rafla
(By Viki Raatz: Cookies from Home)
· 1/3 cup butter, softened

· 1 cup all-purpose flour

· ½ cup sugar

· 1 teaspoon baking powder

· 1 egg

· ¼ teaspoon salt

· ½ cup mashed ripe banana

· 1/8 teaspoon baking soda

· ½ teaspoon vanilla extract

· 1 cup semisweet chocolate chips

Lyon Chocolate Chip Cookies
By Angelina Lyon
· 2 ¾ cups all-purpose flour

· ¾ cups granulated sugar

· 1 ¼ teaspoon salt

· 2 large eggs

· 1 teaspoon baking powder

· 1 teaspoon vanilla extract

· 2 ½ sticks unsalted butter, softened

· 1 ½ cups semi-sweet chocolate ships

· 1 ¼ cups packed dark brown sugar

· a dash of cinnamon

* For both recipes, bake at 350 degrees. For more information, just ask Katherine Rafla or
Angelina Lyon.
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Punch That Packs a Powerful Punch
By Russell Barone
For this new and improved recipe, you will need:
· 2 bottles of 7-Up or other favorite, clear soda
· ¾ cup of orange sherbert
· 1 can of pineapple rings
(Rings are better than slices.)
· A large punch bowl
· A ladle

Steps:
· Mix ingredients together in a large punch bowl.
· Try to make the rings float.
· Be sure to clean the counter thoroughly. If these ingredients spill onto the counter, the surface
will become very sticky.
Great for parties, New Year’s Eve, fiestas, summer gatherings, other events, or just for fun!

“Fun comes from doing something right, not from
leisure and relaxation.” – Mae Carden
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p’s and q’s: Poetry and Quotations
On a Stormy Day

Wonders of Enticing Depths

By Grace Cutrell

By Katie Jones

On a stormy day by the great lake,
I wondered how much rain I could take.
To keep in my pocket by day and by night,
So I could remember how it felt all the time.

Out and in goes the vast ocean.
It is forever in motion.
Some dive past the sparkling surface
For the one single soul purpose.

Now look, the dew drops fell on the flowers,
And I looked out the window every passing hour.
I scurried to put on my raincoat and hat,
To search for any puddles to jump in and splat.

When some see the bottom of boats,
The colorful coral and sands,
Above, they will not want to float
But by the rocks, they insert hands.

I dove in the puddles with my imagination
And pondered about many great nations.
I swam with the dolphins in the grand ocean blue,
To marvel at any corals of all bright hues.

Now they’ve seen sea life and have to
Return from broad waters to land.
They venture forth again always
To repeat this cycle firsthand. w

As I swam to the top of the ocean to see,
The sun was up with the flowers and the bees.
I stepped out of the puddle with a heavy sigh.
Just another stormy day that has gone by. w
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Quotable Quotes
Compiled and interpreted by Lily Horns
“Treat those who are good with goodness,
and also, treat those who are not good with
goodness. Thus, goodness is attained. Be
honest to those who are honest, and be also
honest with those who are not honest. Thus,
honesty is attained.” - Lao Tzu

“It does not matter how slowly you go as
long as you do not stop.” – Confucius

If someone is not kind to you or is dishonest
with you, one should always treat him
kindly and be honest with him. Perhaps
someday he will be influenced by this
honorable behavior.

If one has a long-term goal in life, it does
not matter how long it takes that person to
reach it; one must keep working to achieve
it. w
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Puzzles And Games
Mad Libs: The Frosty Night
By Lilly Austin
Fill in each blank with a word. Keep in mind the correct part of speech. Turn to page 30, fill in
those blanks by matching the numbers, and enjoy the story that unfolds!
1. adjective (feeling)

________________________________________________

2. noun

________________________________________________

3. adjective

________________________________________________

4. adjective

________________________________________________

5. noun (place)

________________________________________________

6. adjective

________________________________________________

7. noun

________________________________________________

8. adjective

________________________________________________

9. adjective

________________________________________________

10. noun (plural)

________________________________________________

11. noun (plural)

________________________________________________

12. verb (past tense)

________________________________________________

13. noun (household appliance)

________________________________________________

14. noun (junk food)

________________________________________________

15. noun

________________________________________________

16. adjective

________________________________________________

“Play is the highest form of research.”
– Albert Einstein

Volume III: Issue 1

The Hall Street Journal

June 2, 2017

Carden Crossword and A-MAZE-ing!
By Christopher Dolak
Enjoy this Carden crossword, and remember that there are no spaces between words.

Across
3. Where you do not want to end up.
5. Where it all starts.
7. Only junior high eats here.
8. The last day of school.
10. An eighth grade skit that gives you chills.
12. School mascot.
Down
1. Where you go when your parent or guardian is late.
2. Science project that erupts.
4. A colorful competition.
6. A far away city to practice your French.
9. P.E. teacher who loves hockey.
11. Likes to be pet.

(Keys on p. 32)

p. 29

Volume III: Issue 1

The Hall Street Journal

June 2, 2017

p. 30

Mad Libs: The Frosty Night (From p. 28)
One ______________________ night on December 24th, everyone was making the preparations
1
for Christmas the next ______________________. All of the ______________________
2
3
decorations looked so ________________________ in the cozy ________________________.
4
5
After the __________________________ preparations were complete, everyone went to sleep.
6
The next _________________ when all the ____________________________ children woke
7
8
up, they ran straight into their parents’ room. They were extremely ___________________ for
9
Christmas and wanted to see if the ___________________________ and ___________________
10
11
were gone. When they _________________________ in the _______________________, they
12
13
saw that the food was gone, and there were many ________________________ underneath the
14
____________________. It surely was a ______________________ Christmas for everyone. w
15
16

“Value the little experiences which make up your
daily life and the kind deeds that you see in others.”
– Mae Carden
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Punny Comics and More
Eggs-ultation
By Thomas Stobart

Hidden Hearts and Other Treasures
By Hayden Gibson
Can you find all of the hidden hearts and additional images in this vibrant drawing?

ILLUSTRATION: HAYDEN GIBSON, ART DIRECTOR AND CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR
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Carden Hall Crossword Puzzle Key (from p. 29)
Across
3. THEBOOTH
5. JPF
7. SENIORLAWN
8. SPRINGSING
10. DRDOOM
12. EAGLE

Down
1. LATEZONE
2. VOLCANO
4. BLUEANDGOLD
6. PARIS
9. CORNELL
11. ZEUS

A-MAZE-ing Key (from p. 29)

Color Me Creatively!
By Hayden Gibson
Use your coloring utensils to add your own creative style to the line drawings below.

ILLUSTRATIONS: HAYDEN GIBSON, ART DIRECTOR AND CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR
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Artwork

ILLUSTRATIONS: HAYDEN GIBSON, ART DIRECTOR AND CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR

ILLUSTRATION: KATHERINE RAFLA, ILLUSTRATOR
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Our Story

I

n September of 2014, students filed into
the classroom to hear the announcement
about starting a school newspaper for
Carden Hall. Questions floated through the
air: What will it look like? What are the
different roles on a school newspaper?
When will it come out?
Initially a production led solely by eighth
graders, The Hall Street Journal eventually
opened its doors to students of the seventh
grade. New waves of ideas and enthusiasm
arose, and even more industriousness
followed. As Helen Keller stated, “Alone
we can do so little; together we can do so
much.”
As regular journalism meetings
continued, questions about the future waned,
and a different kind of curiosity grew.
Students began to ask: Who? What? When?
Where? Why? How? As all good journalists
do, this year’s editorial staff answered these
questions, the aforementioned questions, and
so many more.
Several articles covering Carden Hall
activities, social events, sports, and trips
were submitted. Short stories, games,

comics, and artwork were created, and
points of contention were being debated.
With tremendous dedication, diligence,
and determination, journalism students
asked questions, took notes, wrote articles,
and submitted them. Then, they read notes,
made corrections, clarified quotes, and
resubmitted them. The students worked
hard, and they worked efficiently. They
shared ideas, met with challenges, and
maintained positive attitudes. Best of all,
they learned with enthusiasm.
It has been a great joy for me to work
with these bright, innovative, and devoted
students and to help them realize their goals
as well as the meaning of Mae Carden’s
words: “Satisfaction is the feeling you
experience when you have done something
right.”
Congratulations to the editorial staff of
the third issue of The Hall Street Journal.
Each of you has been tremendously
supportive of your peers. You have learned
so much and have worked very hard. I
heartily commend you!
Sincerely,
Miss Kumar

“Within each child is a deep and natural desire to
learn, to understand life, to develop good judgment,
and to live in accord with strong values.”
– Mae Carden
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