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Junior High Musical Hits All the Right Notes
By Jordan Needham

E

very year the Junior High puts
together a musical. This year it was
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dream Coat. This is the first time this
musical has been performed in all of Carden
Hall’s 51 years.
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dream Coat is based on the Bible story of
Joseph from the Book of Genesis. Unlike
most musicals, which include speaking
parts, this musical relies solely on singing.

The cast and crew were comprised of eighth
graders who spent weeks designing and
making costumes, arranging choreography,
and collecting props for the two-hour show.
The final few days of preparation resulted
in hours of tireless effort from all the
students. During rehearsals the cast
smoothed out any glitches, and when it was
time for the performance, all of the students
were prepared. (Continued on p. 5)

The Eighth Grade Science Fair
By Kylie Chen, Kalohe Danbara, and Riley Foster

T

he eighth grade Science Fair was full
of wonderful posters and friendly
eighth graders, who worked
extremely hard and put great effort into their
science projects.
One of the many fascinating studies was
conducted by Phoenix Marcova. Because of
her questions about germs, she was inspired
to find out whether hand sanitizer or soap
killed the most bacteria. It turns out that
soap is the best for cleaning your hands.
“Always wash your hands with soap,”
Phoenix emphasized.

Amanda Golding also investigated an
interesting topic. Her project was about
what music at what volume would help a
person’s accuracy on a math test. Amanda
chose this project because she liked doing
work while listening to music, and she
wanted to see if this was beneficial. “I found
that classical music on a low volume did the
worst, and no music (control) did the best.”
From Annie Rankin’s project we learned
that doing homework or taking a test with a
bright light improves the end result.
(Continued on p. 16)
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Challenge Games Lead to New Friendships
By Nicole Demurjian

O

n November 20, 2014, the eighth
grade class of 2015 went on its first
field trip this year to the challenge
courses at UCI. When we first arrived, all
of us were talking to our friends. Then the
group leader had us work together while
participating in games that she had arranged
for us.
The UCI staff split our grade into two
sections: one group would do the ropes
course, and the other group would do
problem-solving games. I was in the first
group to go on the course. The people in my
group were Annie Rankin, Maria Reichner,
Alex Wazzan, Matthew Gannon, Josh
Watkins, Ethan Lacher, and Sean Waterman.
I was not scared because I love heights, but
others were more reluctant. Our group
leader, Steph, had us climb up a giant rope
net to the top course. I looked down, and it
was very high. I made sure not to mention
this to Maria, who is afraid of heights, and
was right above me.

When we reached the top, everyone in our
small group of eight looked at the gorgeous
view from above. Sometimes we need to
see how small we are to realize that there are
others around us with whom we can work as
a team.
Our first challenge was to get across to
the other side on a small, thin wire while
holding on to our teammates. This was
pretty scary because if one teammate
moved, the other moved, too. As we
accepted the challenge, Annie, who was to
my right, did not want to let go of her rope
at first, but everyone, especially Josh,
encouraged her and talked about random
things to help her (and others) forget that we
were forty feet in the air. We ended up
singing songs and talking about our
birthdays. When we finally reached the
other side, we were all so proud that we had
done it. (Continued on p. 17)

Tom Sawyer in Wonderland
By Riley Foster

O

n April 24, 2015, the sixth grade
students showcased their work on
which many spent weeks. After
much effort, many trips to the crafts store,
and plenty of glue and tape, this creative
group brought its innovative ideas to life.
Having put the final touches on their
projects, the sixth graders were prepared to
show other students, their family members,
and teachers their projects. “I am always

amazed at the students’ creativity,”
marveled Mrs. Wicke, who was quite
impressed by the sixth graders’ posters.
Some clever students used a shiny gel as a
substitute for water, while others fashioned
rabbit holes inside dark boxes. “I thought
they worked really, really hard, and I give
them a big, big bravo!” commented seventh
grader, Lauren Dirk. Indeed, bravo to all the
sixth graders! 

Volume I: Issue 1

The Hall Street Journal

June 1, 2015

p. 3

The Buzz on the Latest Spelling Bee
By Kylie Chen
uring Carden Hall’s all-school
assembly on May 18, 2015, Mrs.
Peters handed out medals to the
county-level participants of the Scripps
National Spelling Bee, hosted by the Orange
County Department of Education.
From the sixth grade was Abby Hampton,
who was given a medal for her extraordinary
endurance and effort. Seventh grader Ethan
Strunk, who earned a medal for his
participation in the competition, worked
tirelessly on a regular basis. Also receiving
a medal was dedicated eighth grader
Matthew Gannon, whose talent has led him
to participate in the OC Spelling Bee for the
past three years.
The process for selecting students for the
spelling bee begins with classroom
competition that takes place during spelling
class time. The three or four remaining

D

students are then given another list of harder
words. With a short amount of time to
master these words, the finalists from each
class compete to become the grade’s top
three winners.
First, second, and third place winners are
recognized for their efforts, and the first
place winner of the grade is given the choice
to participate in the OC Spelling Bee. If the
winner chooses not to participate, then the
chance is passed on to the others until
someone accepts the challenge. Clearly our
spellers work very hard to reach these
stages.
Once again, congratulations to Abby,
Ethan, and Matthew! They have done an
outstanding job as representatives of Carden
Hall. We all look forward to seeing next
year’s participants continue to create a
spelling bee buzz. 

CONGRATULATIONS!
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Fifth graders dig their heels in during the game of
tug-of-war. PHOTO: NICOLE DEMURJIAN, PHOTO
EDITOR

Robin Hood Hoopla
By Will Vandervort

O

n November 13, 2014, the entire
fifth grade participated in the annual
Robin Hood Party. They all partook
in activities, such as archery, cudgeling, tugof-war, and relay races. The winners of the
girls’ archery competition were Mallory
Gannon (2nd place) and Natalie Gardner (1st
place). In boys’ archery Will Purcell placed
2nd and Sonny Altamirano placed 1st. The
winners of the tall division cudgeling
winners were Abby Dickenson (2nd) and
Jasmine Wazzan (1st). In the boys’
cudgeling contest Nicky Dubow place 2nd
and Lucas Marshall placed 1st. The relay
race was won by Mrs. Tamayo’s class, but

the entire competition was won by Miss
Dunai’s class with the most points of all
three classes.
When asked what they felt was the best
part of the day, participants Sophia Herbert
and Angelina Lyon stated that wherever they
looked a smile glowed from everyone. In
particular Angelina enjoyed the
refreshments, consisting of pretzels and root
beer, after the festivities had ended. Sophia
thought that the creative costumes of Troy
McMillan and Mitchell Schott were truly
stunning. These fifth graders will never
forget this day of fun. 
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Junior High Musical Hits All the Right Notes (Continued from p.1)
Even the cast had favorite parts. Eighthgrader Phoenix Marcova, who was a wife
and dancer in the play, commented, “I liked
the costume designs and also the outcome of
the play.” She also stated that her favorite

song was Benjamin Calypso. Leila
Marshall, another eighth grader, also played
a wife and dancer. She said that she liked
the dance costumes and shared that her
favorite scene was Potiphar. 

The Thanksgiving Assembly
By Matthew Gannon

A

t the beginning of the
Thanksgiving
Assembly on
November 25th, the whole
school entered in groups to
sing a chorus of We Gather
Together. The song began
quietly and gradually
crescendoed as the students
filed in. Mrs. Dablow
commenced with a prayer and
an inspirational speech. The
Junior Primary Foundation
through second grade sang
joyful strains, such as The
Turkey Fling and The
Pilgrims and the Indians, and
the first graders recited

Thanksgiving Day, a poem
about the beauties of
Thanksgiving. The third and
fourth graders taught us about
the Pilgrims’ rations in the
song, Five Kernels of Corn.
The entire student body sang
A Song of Thanksgiving.
In the second part of the
assembly the students ran in
place under Mrs. Dablow’s
instruction after which the
Junior Primary Foundation
through third grade sat down.
The fifth and sixth graders
sang a joyous chorus, called
With Grateful Heart, I Thank
You, Lord, and the fifth

graders remained to recite An
Indian Prayer, an old saying
of Native Americans who
lived long ago. The junior
high sang My Grateful Spirit
Sings.
Mrs. Bosley led the school
in Psalm 100. Mrs. Dablow
closed the assembly with
some beautiful words about
gratitude. The school closed
the gathering with We Thank
Thee. Then, all exited while
oo-ing the melody of the
same song. The school closed
for Thanksgiving break at two
o’ clock. 

“A grateful person is at peace with himself and with
the world. He smiles at the world, and the world
smiles back.” – Mae Carden
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Carden Hall Academics
By Katie Feltch

A

t Carden Hall
teachers go
through each
lesson carefully and
thoroughly with students.
There are five main
subjects: History, Math,
Science, Language, and
Literature. As the students
get older, they learn about
a variety of countries,
including China, the
United States of America,
England, France, and many
more.
Math is more basic
when one is younger and
becomes more difficult as
one moves up grade by
grade. This subject has so
many levels to it because it
is somewhat like a puzzle
or a huge mystery to be
solved. It is like a galaxy
that never ends! In junior

high the journey continues
with pre-algebra and
algebra.
With all the
experiments, reading, and
fun, science is so
interesting. If one has a
question, she cannot stop
asking more because she
absolutely wants to know
more. The experiments are
always fun and so are the
projects and presentations.
Carden Hall’s language
techniques are so helpful
for the students’ future in
life. Students are taught
different parts of speech,
how to diagram sentences,
and so many new concepts
relating to language.
Another important thing
students learn is how to
pronounce words.
Students are also taught

how to use these words
correctly in complete
sentences.
Literature, especially
creative writing, expands
one’s ability to read and
write. The teachers make
it so adventurous and
enjoyable. Sometimes
when the class is reading a
book, the teacher asks a
student a question, and it
seems as though one can
never go wrong with
incredible theories. This
school has so many
different subjects; some
are not even offered at
other schools.
I grew up at Carden Hall
and have been going to it
for eight years. Ever since
I set foot in my first
Carden Hall classroom, I
have never regretted it. 

“Fun comes from doing something right, not from
leisure and relaxation.” – Mae Carden
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Carden Hall Literature
By Katie Feltch

G

rades one through
eight read a book
together in class.
In first grade students read
Peter Rabbit. Peter Rabbit
is a young rabbit who does
not listen to his mother’s
words about Mr.
McGregor’s garden. In
second grade students read
Ping. Ping is about a little
duck that travels far away
from his family and owner
because he is very curious.
In third grade students
read The Wizard of Oz.
This book describes a
young girl named Dorothy
and her dog, Toto, who
travel to a wonderful land

called Oz. Next, in fourth
grade students read Doctor
Dolittle. An animal-loving
man travels to an island to
help animals and can
communicate with them,
too. The Wind in the
Willows is the book that is
read in fifth grade. The
story tells of three animals
that work together to save
their friend during troubled
times. In sixth grade
students read Tom Sawyer,
a story about a young
troublemaker.
In seventh grade the
books are very interesting,
especially The Giver, a
story about a boy named

Jonas, who has a basic life,
and does not realize that
his community is about to
change. Finally, in eighth
grade several books are
read, but one of the main
ones is The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn, a story
that, while different from
Tom Sawyer, is also about
a young boy who leads an
adventurous life. All of
these books have important
life lessons in them.
Through its selection of
books, Carden Hall has
provided its students with
opportunities to expand
their imaginations. 

The Giver: A Review
By Ethan Strunk

T
The Giver
by
Lois Lowry

he Giver by Lois Lowry is a very
interesting book. Even though this
book is written very simply, it has many
details, which encourage the reader to use
his critical thinking skills. This book is a
perfect match for sixth to eighth grade
students because it contains elevated
vocabulary and sophisticated themes. It is
important to be focused when reading this
book. The exquisite style of writing in The
Giver makes it a gripping page turner that
anyone is bound to find fascinating. 
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These Are a Few of Our Favorite Things
By Cory Richards

I

n our survey all students in grades first through eighth were polled and asked two very
important questions: What is your favorite subject in school? Which do you enjoy most
(Lunch, P.E., Recess/Break)? Here are the top three for each of these grades.

Favorite Subjects of Carden Hall Students
Art

French

History

Literature

Math

Science

20%

33%

20%

24%

20%

15%

30%
20%

16%
19%

22%
24%

18%

25%

14%

14%
41%
19%

22%

24%

1st

2nd

3rd

19%

4th

24%

23%

5th

6th

28%

7th

8th

For many first graders the favorite was French, and for 33% of second graders it was science.
Twenty-four percent of third graders chose art as their favorite subject while there was tie
between history and science for 24% of fourth graders. Twenty-four percent of fifth graders
chose art their favorite subject while 25% of sixth graders chose math. In seventh grade 30% of
students chose science as their favorite subject while 41% of eighth graders selected art.
(Continued on p. 9)
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These Are a Few of Our Favorite Things (Continued from p. 8)

Which do you enjoy most?
Preferences of Carden Hall Students
P.E.

Recess/Break

Lunch
80%
67%

49%

48%

44%

47%

38%

21%

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

Many first through fourth grade students chose P.E. over lunch and recess while recess seemed
to be more popular with fifth and sixth graders. It is obvious that the majority of students in
junior high enjoy lunch most.
This was such a fun project for me, and I am so glad that we could make it happen. I would
like to thank the following students for all their help with the survey: Nick Gardner, Kalohe
Danbara, Kylie Chen, Riley Foster, Alex Wazzan, Nicole Demurjian, Brooke Cravotta, Phoenix
Marcova, and Logan Wicke. I would also like to thank all the teachers for allowing us to hand
out the surveys to their students. Finally, I would like to give huge thanks to Mrs. Wicke and
Miss Kumar for all the support and help that they provided. 

“Work, love, and play are the great balance wheels of
man’s being.” – Unknown
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Carden Hall Dance Lessons
By Katie Feltch

T

he dance lessons at Carden Hall are so much fun. Every other Wednesday fifth grade
through eighth grade have dance lessons with our very own dance teachers. These dance
instructors are enthusiastic and so helpful. We learn a variety of dances, such as square
dancing, the waltz, and salsa. When we first line up on the blue top, everyone is nervous and
timid, but after a while it is just like a normal class with friends. I am very happy that we have
these great opportunities at Carden Hall and get to have such wonderful experiences. We all
look forward to future dances. 

Junior High Dances and Activities
By Katie Feltch

T

he junior high
dances and parties
are very enjoyable.
In junior high the first
social event we attend is a
beach party. We play
games, including
volleyball, and we
participate in relay races
and ocean activities, such
as surf ball. We have
food-and-drink breaks, and
later, we have dinner. In
October we have fun at the
Halloween party, during

which we perform skits,
have doughnuts and candy,
and play an egg-toss game.
The Christmas program is
an extremely joyful event.
We sing, and then, after all
the singing is done, we
have cookies and punch
with our family members.
After that, one of the
best activities is the winter
dance. The eighth graders
host it for the seventh
graders. First, we play
games and make ice

cream. (It is delicious!)
Then, it is finally time to
dance. Everyone is
enthusiastic, and the songs
are often many students’
favorites. The seventh
graders host the Cotton
Cotillion for the eighth
graders. All of these
dances and parties are so
much fun! I really
appreciate that junior high
gets to have this much
freedom. 

“Treasure new friends.” – Mae Carden
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Light Up the Night
By Riley Foster

T

he junior high students excitedly
passed the multicolored flier back.
Designed by Matthew Gannon, the
flier read, “Light Up the Night.” Just after
the bell rang, the students quickly walked to
their cars to tell their family members the
exciting news.
Even though the dance was a few weeks
away, junior high students flocked to the
malls on the Saturday of that weekend to get
their dresses and coats. The next few weeks
went by in a flash as the seventh and eighth
grade boys wondered with whom they
would dance while the girls of both grades
made sure that they did not wear the same
dresses. Finally, the day of the dance
arrived.
All of the junior high students came to
school early to drop off the decorations that
all the students were required to make.
Then, they had to get through a few
agonizing hours of waiting until the games
began. To start off the dance, there were a
bunch of games to be played. The students
all had groups that rotated through the
stations with them. Everyone thought that
the games were fun.

After that, the junior high students had the
chance to clean up before the dinner started.
The dinner consisted of pizza from Pizza
Hut and also included garlic bread and
chicken wings. Yum! After dinner
concluded, the eighth-grade hosts began to
set up the dancing room while the seventh
graders took a short walk. After returning
more fun continued.
Most students who were asked to give
their opinion on the winter dance agreed,
“The dancing was fun.” All the students
loved the music that was selected. Seventhgrader Lauren Dirk commented, “I loved the
music, and the dancing was really fun,”
while Maria Reichner, an eighth grader,
stated, “The dancing was fun, and the ice
cream was creamy.” Also, Sadie Pitchess, a
seventh grader, said, “It was fun spending
time with my friends.” Seventh-grader
Logan Pence agreed with her, “I liked it
because I just got to spend time with my
friends.”
Overall, whether the dancing or the food
was a favorite, everyone had a great time. 
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Bonding with Buddies
By Nicole Demurjian
hroughout the year we, the eighth
graders, had multiple opportunities to
bond with wonderful Junior Primary
students. When we first visited the
classrooms and saw all the little children
looking up to us like we were adults, it was
an incredible feeling to know that they
wanted to be just like us. It was even more
remarkable to realize that we were just like

T

them. Whether they were shy or happy to
see us, every moment with our buddies has
been worth it. From doing the Chicken
Dance to turning ourselves around during
the Hokey Pokey, I am glad to have been a
part of JP Buddies, a program that has
provided us with so many fun and heartwarming memories. 

Eighth graders and their buddies spend quality time
together. PHOTO: ASHLEY LANG, ASSISTANT PHOTO

Eighth graders and their buddies smile brightly.
PHOTO: ASHLEY LANG, ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

EDITOR

“Keep your thoughts on high ideals, and you will be
surprised to find out how you will lift yourself and
those around you.” – Mae Carden
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A Volleyball Game to Remember
By Kylie Chen
n Thursday, May 21st, the annual
Volleyball Assembly had everyone
in a competitive mood. Even before
the game had started, the air was full of
excitement, and people were bouncing in
their seats while they waited for the game to
begin.
The first of the two games was between
the eighth grade blue and gold volleyball
teams. Shouts of encouragement from the
students and the players’ sportsmanship kept
the event lively and happy. The suspense
increased when the teams’ scores were
almost tied. The blue team won (21-17).
The second game, also a tradition at
Carden Hall, pitted the P.E. coaches against

O

the eighth graders. The intense competition
had everyone cheering loudly. The score
showed that the P.E. coaches won (38-30),
and even though they lost, the eighth graders
stepped forward, shook the hands of the P.E.
coaches, and congratulated them.
Overall, the eighth grade set a fabulous
example of enthusiastic participation and
sportsmanship. They cheered on those who
won and lost. They comforted each other
when mistakes were made and praised each
other when victories were achieved. Not
only did they set wonderful examples as role
models for the younger students at Carden
Hall, but they provided entertaining games
for everyone as well! 

Carden Hall Hockey?!
By Jordan Needham

S

ome skate on ice; others skate on
wheels. Some have never skated at
all, but twelve students are bringing
roller hockey to Carden Hall. According to
Mr. Cornell, it has taken three years to move
from having fourth grade street hockey
tournaments to becoming a member of the
Anaheim Ducks 13 roller hockey league.
When asked if he had a difficult time finding
enough students to participate, he quickly
responded, “Not at all; in fact, we had to
turn some students down.”
The team consists of seven fifth graders,
two sixth graders, one seventh grader, and
two eighth graders. There are also three
girls on the team. Although the players
represent Carden Hall, the sport is not
considered an after-school activity but rather
a club team. Of course, this has not stopped

Carden Hall students from displaying their
school pride.
Brendan Carley, the lone seventh grader,
has been playing ice hockey since he was
five years old. This is his first time playing
roller hockey. He hopes to be a role model
for younger players.
Kuhen Hamilton and Luca Marshall are
two of the fifth graders who are also
experienced ice hockey players. Kuhen
likes to play hockey, and Duncan Needham,
who recently learned how to skate, spends
his afternoons practicing and
enthusiastically looks forward to the games.
In its inaugural season Carden Hall’s
roller hockey team is 1, 0, and 1. Perhaps
another Carden championship is not far
behind. Go Eagles! (Update: Carden Hall
won the league championship!) 
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The Washington DC and New York Trip
By Nicole Demurjian

T

he Washington, DC and New York
trip was the best trip I have ever gone
on. Not only was it an educational
trip, but it was a bonding experience with
my class as well. Waking up at 3 a.m. on
Saturday morning is not my ideal way to the
start the day. Earlier this year, however, the
majority of the eighth grade did that exact
thing to board a plane to the East Coast. I
remember I was so excited that I could not
sleep. I looked out the window and said
goodbye to the Golden Coast. I have never
traveled with any of my friends from Carden
Hall; it was all so new to me.
The first night after we landed, it was
freezing! We visited the White House and
walked along the streets of the historic city.
We also saw many of the memorials that
night. Finally, we arrived at our hotel, and
my friends and I walked into our room.
Although we probably should have rested,
we talked so much that we did not get any
sleep that night (or any other night during
our trip)!
On one of the days we stopped by a park
covered in snow, and our teachers let us run
around. All of a sudden this large and
perfect patch of snow became the source of
many snowballs being thrown in so many
directions.
Of all the memorials we visited in DC,
my favorite was the Washington Memorial.
I took several photographs there, and this
was a wonderful experience for me. My
favorite museums were the Crime and

Punishment Museum and the Spy Museum.
We also went on a tour of the capital where
we had the opportunity to go to the
Speaker’s office and enjoy the view of the
city from his balcony.
The best part of the trip was when we
went to New York. This magical place was
such an adventure for our class. We walked
through Central Park and in the bright lights
of Times Square. The night after we visited
the Top of the Rock which overlooked this
magnificent city, we saw the Broadway
play, The Lion King. On this trip we also
visited the 9/11 Memorial Museum, which
made us all cry.
This trip gave me some of the best
experiences of my life from being with my
friends and creating memorable, lifelong
moments in the middle of Times Square, to
laughing until we cried, to seeing new things
and exploring the cities. I highly
recommend going on the DC/NYC trip
because I truly enjoyed it and am so happy
that I did not miss out on this incredible
experience. 

Bright Lights, Big City PHOTO: NICOLE DEMURJIAN
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Carden Hall Students as Gladiators in France
By Ethan Strunk

D

uring the seventh grade trip to
France, members of our group
experienced what it felt like to be
Roman gladiators. France used to be a part
of the Roman Empire and was very rich in
culture. Festivities and gladiator fights took
place all over the southern region.
First, our group saw two men staging a
fight. They were wearing full armor except
on their stomachs and chests. They
explained that sometimes the ancient fighter
was not to kill his opponent but just to injure
him.
Next, the two men split us into two
groups and began to teach us some simple

techniques. Three students learned how to
use a shield, and the other three students
learned how to use a dagger. A gladiator
could use his shield to stun his opponent or
block an attack, and he could use his dagger
to attack his opponent.
Finally, we ended our stint as gladiators
with a Roman meal. The bread was grainy
but delicious. It came with three spreads.
Two were made of olives, and one was
made of garbanzo beans. The main course
consisted of chicken and risotto. For dessert
we had spice cake. This was a memorable
experience that my fellow classmates and I
will never forget. 

ILLUSTRATION: BROOKE CRAVOTTA, CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR

Macaroons: A Comparison
By Kalohe Danbara

M

acaroons are French pastries that
come in various flavors ranging
from classic chocolate to
lavender. While I was passing a little shop
that sold these treats at Fashion Island, I was
inspired to compare macaroons made here in
California with those made in France.
Surprisingly there were few differences
between the two chocolate macaroons I
tried. The slightly crunchy outer layer and

soft cake-like inside of both macaroons were
fairly similar to each other. The thin,
creamy chocolate layer in the center of the
macaroon made in France, however, was
slightly richer than the center of the
macaroon made in California.
Luckily we do not need to travel across
the Atlantic to get a good macaroon because
the macaroons here in California taste si bon
(so good)! 
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Eighth Grade Science Fair (Continued from p. 1)
Annie took four math tests in rooms with
different lighting. She chose this topic
because she was curious to know what
would help her perform better in school.
Chris Loucks wanted to know which fast
food restaurant’s bathroom was the dirtiest.
For his project he grew bacteria from
samples he collected from different fast food
restaurant bathrooms. The idea came to him
because he likes fast food. If you want to
know which fast food restaurant bathroom to
avoid, Chris can tell you.
For her project “To Chew or Not to Chew,” Jordan
Gantos wanted to test out which gum cleans teeth the
best. She saw a student doing this project two years
ago and wanted try this out herself. Jordan advises,
“Pick a topic you like.” PHOTO: KYLIE CHEN, PHOTO
EDITOR

PHOTO: KYLIE CHEN, PHOTO EDITOR

For his project “Aerodynamics,” Justin
Nishkian built a wind tunnel and measured
the force of different cars. He decided to do
this project because he really likes cars.
About the project overall Justin said, “It
takes a lot of work, but it’s really fun.”
(Continued on p. 17)

For his project “Tune Up,” Zachary Sanders wanted
to see which music was best when studying or doing
homework. By testing different music on different
people, he found that classical music was far better
than other genres. PHOTO: KYLIE CHEN, PHOTO
EDITOR
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Eighth Grade Science Fair (Continued from p. 16)
Dane Boehringer also thought that doing this
project was fun. His idea came from his
mom when she let him use her office.
“Office Jobs Are Dirty Jobs” was the name
of his project. He found that the keyboard
was the dirtiest item, followed by the phone
and then the mouse.
Brian Bailey, who really enjoys
exercising, wanted to find out which
exercise raised one’s heart rate the most. In
his project, “Follow Your Heart,” he found

that burpees worked very well. He advised
people, “Whichever exercise you do, you
should do ten of them – no matter what the
exercise is.”
Alex Wazzan offered a very good piece of
advice for anyone doing a long-term project:
“Make sure to start your project during the
break for extra time purposes.” Clearly, all
of the eighth graders worked very hard, and
their deep interest in science certainly
showed. 

Challenge Games Lead to New Friendships (Continued from p. 2)

PHOTO: MRS. BARNES, JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER

The next challenge was to reach the other
side on these wooden planks, which became
smaller toward the middle. This also needed
to be achieved while staying together as a
team. Four of us were on the first plank, and
the other four were on the second plank. We
all held hands and moved as one. This was
difficult because one plank was extremely

small and not meant to fit four people. At
one time Matthew fell, and Ethan helped
him up. When Maria lost her balance, I did
not let go of her hand. Sean and Alex
encouraged the group, and Annie and I
could not stop laughing because it was just
so much fun. Steph later told us that that
task had never been completed that way
before.
We had one more challenge, and
everyone helped one another across. The
way for us to get down was to use a zip line.
In my opinion this was one of the best parts.
To watch the people who love heights go
first and then to witness the others get past
their fears was incredible. The course
provided me with an extraordinary
experience. I was able to bond with people I
did not know that well and work together
with others as one team. 
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Editorials
Which are better: movies (based on books) or books?
Movies
By Nick Gardner

H

ave you ever read a book and
wondered what that character might
actually look like or how that
character would act? With a book you have to
scrounge up all of the possible clues to figure
out what they may look like. Sometimes, you
have to just take a wild guess, and most of the
time the guess is wrong. With a movie,
however, you are given easy scenarios where
it all comes together before your very eyes. In
the book you can’t see what’s happening; yes,
you can imagine it, but if you don’t have a
good imagination, books aren’t going to really
work for you. Movies, on the other hand,
work for well for many because all you have
to do is sit down and watch the movie.
Movies can go far into detail without killing
trees. They also have a nice flow because if
you are not good at reading, you can watch a
movie and understand most of the events
without having to remember the last sentence
and pick it back up again on the next page.
You don’t spend as much time on a movie
as you do on a book. It allows you to hear and
see what the book is trying to tell you. Books
also owe it to movies for all the promotion
they give to the story. Most people nowadays
have tightly packed schedules which leave
little room for leisure. Most movies can be
watched within one to two hours, but books
can take weeks to finish. Movies are for busy
people who cringe at the sight of a paperback.
They would rather be with friends and family,
and this brings me to my next point. Reading
a book is a private and individual event. If
you are reading a book, you can’t really enjoy
it with friends because you don’t read at the
same pace. Watching a movie is a social act.

You may not be able to talk in theaters, but
most people still choose to see a movie with
their friends and discuss it as the credits roll.
All of these are reasons why movies are better
than books. 
Books
By Kalohe Danbara

B

ooks are better than movies in
thousands of ways. When you are
reading a good book, you get the
opportunity to create your own distinct image
of the characters, but then the movie comes
out, takes a character with blond hair, and
gives her brown hair. (Anyone who read
Percy Jackson knows what I am talking
about.) Another negative thing about movies
based on books is when they leave out
important scenes, or worse, when they change
the entire plot.
Books also expand your vocabulary and
teach you so many things. Movies do all the
things for you. Furthermore, have you ever
been in a situation where you have five
minutes of free time, for example, when you
are waiting for someone? Well, you can’t
watch a movie during a few spare minutes, but
you can read a book. You can take books any
place where it’s hard to take a TV, laptop, or
tablet, and if you are in a hurry and running
down the street, you want to have a
lightweight paperback not heavy laptop. Also,
there are far more books than there are
movies. In fact, books date all the way back
to ancient Egyptian times. Lastly, trying to
watch a movie can be a little frustrating.
Online services will stop and buffer in the
middle of your favorite scene while DVDs
become scratched. Without a doubt books are
far better than movies. 
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Did You Know…?
By Riley Foster (Sources: National Geographic and Miss Woodman’s history class)
Snow Monkeys are the cleanest monkeys in
the world. Living in the coldest part of
Japan, their favorite “hangout” is the hot
springs, which were built by the local resort
because the monkeys had been sneaking in
to use theirs.
During the 18th century in England
pineapples were rented by people attending
parties because the tropical fruit was
perceived as a status symbol.
Due to his love of animals Leonardo Da
Vinci would buy caged animals just to set
them free.

ILLUSTRATIONS: BROOKE CRAVOTTA,
CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR

A form of torture in China was tickling.

The 2000 guests and 800 guards who
attended the funeral of ruler Genghis Khan
were killed in order to keep the secret of
where he was buried.

The average person will chew for about an
hour per day.

Deer skin was a common trade item during
the 1700s, and that is how the word “buck”
became slang for dollar.

An owl can hunt in complete darkness by
using his ears to guide him.

In playing cards the king of spades
represents King David while the king of
clubs represents Alexander the Great. The
king of hearts represents Charlemagne, and
finally, the king of diamonds represents
Julius Caesar.
Because its patent was destroyed in a fire,
the inventor of the fire hydrant remains
unknown.
The earliest chopsticks in China were used,
not for eating, but for cooking.

Every clownfish is born male.

“Old men in fur coats” is what the
Scandinavian people sometimes call polar
bears.
In the eye of the hurricane it is does not rain.
In China it took about thirty-seven years to
make the Terra Cotta Army which consists
of 7000 clay warriors.
In western Australia there are pink lakes.
Our current president has read all seven
Harry Potter books. 
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Simple Recipes
Peanut Butter Cookies
By Anna Della Marna

You will need:
∙ 1 cup of peanut butter
∙ 1 cup of white sugar
These delicious peanut butter cookies
are just waiting to be eaten. PHOTO:
ANNA DELLA MARNA, STAFF WRITER

∙ 1 egg
∙ ½ cup of chocolate chips (optional)

Cooking Instructions:
∙ Preheat oven to 350˚ F (175˚ C). Line baking sheets with parchment paper.
∙ Combine the peanut butter, white sugar, egg, and chocolate chips. Mix until smooth.
∙ Roll some dough into a ball and then flatten with a fork.
∙ Bake at 350˚ F (175˚ C) for 6 to 8 minutes. DO NOT OVERBAKE. These cookies are best
when they are still soft and just barely brown underneath.
∙ Enjoy!
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Egg Breakfast Sandwich
By Noah Perelman

You will need:

Cooking Instructions:

∙ 2 eggs

∙ Crack eggs into a small bowl and mix thoroughly.

∙ ham/turkey

∙ Heat small pan on low heat.

∙ cheese (any)

∙ Cut a small piece of butter, and carefully put into pan.

∙ bread (any)

∙ Put mixed eggs into heated pan.

∙ butter

∙ While this cooks, put some cheese on your bread, and place
in a toaster oven or microwave. (I prefer the toaster oven if
you have one.)

∙ salt and pepper
∙ (I use ketchup)

∙ Be sure to keep eggs moving in pan so they do not get
burned.
∙ Once eggs are thoroughly cooked, get bread out of toaster
oven or microwave, and place turkey or ham on top of bread.
∙ Place eggs on top of other piece of bread.
∙ At the end I like to put a little bit of salt and pepper… and
maybe a little bit of ketchup.
Bon appetit!
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Short Stories
Taylor’s Space Adventure: Part One
By Matthew Gannon

T

aylor was dumbfounded by the
vastness before her. It stretched far
beyond her vision, occasionally
interrupted by the light of a star many
millions of miles away. It was beautiful. It
was unfortunate that she did not have time
for it.
She needed to deliver her last package. It
was a large shipment of the latest cell phone
and was to be delivered to an eccentric
collector, Mr. Hyger, in the Trana segment
of the galaxy. She turned her spaceship a
little to the left and rocketed off. It only
took her a couple of minutes to get to the
planet, Cavil, where her buyer lived.
Cavil was one of Taylor’s favorite
planets. Most everyone was really nice, and
they did not try to bargain for a lower fee.
She brought down her ship on the landing
pad and brought out her hoverboard. Taylor
loved her hoverboard, the wind in her face –
all of it.
When she reached Mr. Hyger’s house, she
sensed something was off. First of all, his
personal robot was not there to greet her;
secondly, the door to his mansion was wide
open. Taylor timidly entered to see if
everything was all right.

ILLUSTRATION: KALOHE DANBARA, STAFF ILLUSTRATOR

“Mr. Hyger?” she asked loudly. There
was no response. In the entryway sat his
robot. It saw her and said, “Mr. Hyger is
gone. There is a message for the delivery
girl.”
Taylor responded, “Um, that’s for me?”
The robot responded in Mr. Hyger’s
voice, “Girl, please help. I am about to be
kidnapped. I don’t have much time. You
need to find the book in Frova Library
and…” There the message cut off with the
sound of yelling and scuffling. Taylor was
frozen in shock.
The robot continued in its normal voice,
“I will now self-destruct in two minutes.” It
began to count down. “Two minutes, one
minute fifty-nine, one minute fifty-eight…”
Taylor sprinted out of Mr. Hyger’s
mansion and hopped on her hoverboard.
Just as she was about one-half mile away,
the house exploded.
When she returned to the ship, Taylor
knew she had to find this book. The
problem was that the Frova Library was the
biggest in the universe. 
(To be continued in the next issue of The
Hall Street Journal…)
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The Traveling Animal
By Katie Feltch

O

nce upon a time there was a little
animal, named Lily. Lily was a
traveling animal. She spent hours,
days, and even weeks, jumping and flying
from place to place. She especially loved
trees because they were her natural habitat.
She had no friends or family.
One day she went to Hawaii, and there
she saw and met many different kinds of
people and animals. One interesting-looking
animal, a mongoose, named Maya, became

her friend and showed her the beautiful
beaches of the island. They were the most
extraordinary places that she had ever seen.
Ever since then Lily and Maya stayed
friends and always supported each other.
After all the times they had traveled
together, Maya still had no idea what kind of
animal Lily was! One day Maya asked,
“Lily, what kind of animal are you?” Lily
replied, “I am a flying squirrel, and I’m glad
you finally asked.” 

Questions for the reader: What did you learn from this story? What do you feel the lessons of
the story are? If you feel like sharing your thoughts, write them down, and give them to your
teacher. You just may see your ideas published in the next issue of The Hall Street Journal.

The Watermelon Bowl
By Avalon Cutrell

O

nce there was a green bowl that was alone in a little
cupboard. He sighed and cried, but he knew one day
that he would be special. He once asked the
strawberry bowl what it was like to hold delicious fruit. She
said that there was no greater joy than serving the humans.
The green bowl was so excited and could hardly wait for that
magical day to arrive!
One day a baby’s tiny hand reached into the cupboard,
grabbed the green bowl, and set it on top of his head like a
helmet. The mother removed the bowl from her child’s head.
“Hmm, this will do just fine,” she agreed. She patted the
child on the head and placed the bowl on the counter.
The green bowl waited patiently as he was filled with a red
fruit known as watermelon. He was overcome with great joy
as the family took small chunks of fruit and ate them gladly.
After dinner the green bowl was taken off the table,
diligently washed, and return to the cupboard from which he

came. The pink bowl
asked if he had enjoyed his
time at the table. The
green bowl smiled and said
it was wonderful. 




ILLUSTRATION: BROOKE
CRAVOTTA, CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR
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We All Have a Talent
By Kylie Chen

ILLUSTRATOR: BROOKE CRAVOTTA, CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR

(Continued on p. 25)
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We All Have a Talent (Continued from p. 24)

The moral of the story is that we all have a talent in there somewhere! If you keep
trying, you will find it! Each one of us is special in a unique way.

p. 25
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The Positive Side
By Kylie Chen
Tommy was a good, innocent little boy. He always did his chores with speed and his homework
with accuracy. He had many friends. Tommy was humble, caring, devoted, inspiring, and
friendly, but his best quality was that he always looked at the positive side of things.

ILLUSTRATOR: BROOKE CRAVOTTA, CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR
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A Conversation Between Friends
Illustrated by Vivian Lin
Ready to create your own short story? Fill in what Carl and Dusty are saying to each other.
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p’s and q’s: Poetry and Quotations
When…
By Kylie Chen
When you manage to let go of the past,
Your day will become a thousand times brighter.
When you’re struggling through hard times,
Fight back; somewhere in there I know there’s a fighter.
When somebody treats you harshly,
Instead of taking revenge that is filled with rage and blindness,
Quench that thirst for doing something bad back
By “killing” them with kindness.
When your whole world turns upside down
And control is slipping out of your hands,
Practice self-control; I know you can do it.
You know where you stand.
When things you can’t control
Are not going your way,
Take on a new perspective.
Only you can make it a better day.
But… when things do a “180”
And your life is getting better,
Appreciate everything coming your way.
Be a trendsetter.
When everything looks great,
When nothing is looking wrong,
That means you got through the tough times;
That means you’re strong.
When everything is looking perfect in your life,
That means all the time you spent
Was spent by looking up, by being an optimist,
And you’ve grown wiser, my friend. 

p. 28
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Sleep
By Logan Wicke
I long for sleep,
yet I am unable to fall into that rabbit hole,
leading me to my personal Wonderland.
I lie awake for hours on end,
thinking about things
that I don’t even remember the next morning.
I begin the day confused and groggy.
like a foggy window,
my mind fuzzy and blurred.
On the drive to school,
I wish for the comfort of my bed,
attempting to recall the forgotten dreams.
Coming home, I want to rest,
but instead I repeat the tiresome work I have been doing all day,
annoyed and sleepy.
Finally, I’m allowed to crawl into my beloved bed once again,
but I can’t sleep.

Quotable Quotes
Compiled and interpreted by Callie Chen
“A man cannot be comfortable without his
own approval.” – Mark Twain

Do not make yourself become someone you
do not want to become. You can be
anything you want but cannot be satisfied if
you are not happy with yourself.

“It’s not the size of the dog in the fight; it’s
the size of the fight in the dog.” – Mark
Twain

It is the person with the most spirit and
determination that will win because a true
winner gives it her all.

“If you can dream it, you can do it.” – Walt
Disney

If you really want something, go ahead and
earn it. If you put enough time and effort
into it, you can accomplish anything. 
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Puzzles And Games
Sudoku
By Laura Mae Sanders

(Solution on p. 32)

Mad Libs
By Riley Foster and Kalohe Danbara
Fill in the blanks. (Do not read the story until all of the blanks have been filled.)
1. 3s (m) (Proper Noun) ___________________________________________
2. Any kind of sport ______________________________________________
3. Color _______________________________________________________
4. Article of clothing _____________________________________________
5. Verb ending in s ______________________________________________
6. Place where sports are played ____________________________________
7. Musical instrument ____________________________________________
8. 3s (m) (Proper Noun: same as #1) _________________________________
9. Verb ending in s ______________________________________________
10. Collective noun _______________________________________________
11. Noun _______________________________________________________
12. Unit of time __________________________________________________
(Continued on p. 33)
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Where’s Dusty?
By Logan Wicke
Can you find: Dusty, a clock, a guitar, a saw, a sun, a mushroom, and an eye in this drawing of a
room that surely will be cleaned up soon? As you find each item, check it off on the list below.

ILLUSTRATION: LOGAN WICKE, STAFF ILLUSTRATOR

Dusty __
clock __

guitar __
saw __

sun
mushroom

__
__

eye __

“A sense of fun and of merriment adds flavor to life,
but a real sense of humor is the great steadying force
of life.” – Mae Carden
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Rhyme Time
By Nick Gardner
Everything pictured here is something rhyming with its neighbor. For example, peel rhymes
with wheel. Wheel becomes tire, which rhymes with fire. Continue along the path until you
have rhymed all the way to the end. (Solution on p. 34)

ILLUSTRATIONS: BROOKE CRAVOTTA, CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR

Sudoku (Continued from p. 30)
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Mad Libs (Continued from p. 30)
______________________________, my next door neighbor, likes to play ________________.
1
2
He tells me that once he arrives at his game, he has to put on his ________________________
3
________________. Then he ____________________________ into/onto the ______________
4
5
6
and prepares to play. The ____________________________ is blown, and _________________
7
8 (again)
______________________ off down the __________________________. My neighbor told me
9
6
that the _________________________ that he joined wants to win the _____________________
10
11
this ___________________________.
12

ILLUSTRATION: KALOHE DANBARA, STAFF ILLUSTRATOR
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Artwork

Rhyme Time (Continued from p. 32)
Peel, wheel, tire, fire, flame, game, board, cord, plug, mug, cup, up, arrow, sparrow, bird, herd,
cattle, rattle, snake, steak, meat, seat, chair, hair, wig, pig, hog, frog, toad, road, street, feet.
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Our Story

I

n September of 2014, students filed into
the classroom to hear the announcement
about starting a school newspaper for
Carden Hall. Questions floated through the
air: What will it look like? What are the
different roles on a school newspaper?
When will it come out?
Initially a production led solely by eighth
graders, The Hall Street Journal eventually
opened its doors to students of the seventh
grade. New waves of ideas and enthusiasm
arose, and even more industriousness
followed. As Helen Keller stated, “Alone
we can do so little; together we can do so
much.”
As regular journalism meetings
continued, questions about the future waned,
and a different kind of curiosity grew.
Students began to ask: Who? What? When?
Where? Why? How? As all good journalists
do, the editorial staff answered these
questions, the aforementioned questions, and
so many more. Articles covering Carden

Hall academics, social events, sports, and
trips rolled in. Games, puzzles, and artwork
were being created; points of contention
were being debated.
With tremendous dedication, diligence,
and determination, journalism students
asked questions, took notes, wrote articles,
and submitted them. Then, they read notes,
made corrections, clarified quotes, and
resubmitted them. The students worked
hard, and they worked efficiently. They
shared ideas, met with challenges, and
maintained positive attitudes. Best of all,
they learned with joy.
It has been a great joy for me to work
with these bright and devoted students and
help them realize their goals as well as the
meaning of Mae Carden’s words:
“Satisfaction is the feeling you experience
when you have done something right.”
Congratulations to the editorial staff of
the first issue of The Hall Street Journal.
I heartily commend you!
Sincerely,
Miss Kumar

“Within each child is a deep and natural desire to
learn, to understand life, to develop good judgment,
and to live in accord with strong values.”
– Mae Carden
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