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Surf’s Up! 
By Kylie Chen 

 

riginally called he’e nalu, which 

means wave-sliding, the well-known 

sport of surfing is enjoyed by 

everyone, even those who do not live near 

the coast.  It was first created by Hawaiians 

as a fun activity and exercise to keep the top 

chiefs in shape.  Nowadays, surfing is not 

only a pastime, but it is also a demanding, 

competitive sport that requires superior 

skills. 

    Avid surfer and graduating eighth grader 

Kalohe Danbara recently competed in the 

West Coast Championships and won first 

place in the U-14 bracket.  She also placed 

third in the U-16 bracket.  

    With great enthusiasm Kalohe explained 

the way that the competition worked.  There 

were different heats with a certain number 

of people per heat, similar to a bracket.  The 

athletes competed in their heats as the 

judges scored them.  The top two scoring 

waves moved on to the next bracket. 

    “Unlike in some sports, you want to score 

higher; it’s not like golf, where you want to 

score lower,” Kalohe explained.  The 

highest number athletes can possibly earn is 

a score of ten, nicknamed and commonly 

referred to as “a perfect ten.”  After 

competitors move up, they keep performing 

their best in multiple rounds until they score 

first. 

   Kalohe started surfing when she was only 

about five years old.  She shared that her 

father has always been her inspiration 

because he was the one who introduced her 

to surfing.  This shows (Continued on p. 3) 
     

 

Food for Thought 
By Christopher Dolak and Kolby Parrott 
 

very year Carden Hall students and 

their families bring provisions to 

donate to the S.O.S. Foundation.  

Many items are collected in boxes outside 

each classroom.  Such goods include canned 

and boxed nonperishable foods, clothes, 

soap, shampoo, and other basic necessities. 

    The eighth graders gather all of the 

donations and take them to the food truck.  

Teachers and other volunteers then drive 

down to the S.O.S. headquarters and unload 

the supplies at the facility.  This year the 

food drive took place on November 4
th

, 5
th

, 

and 6
th

. 

    We always hope that our contributions 

help out many people who are in need.  

When the food is distributed, people are 

helped and do not feel constantly hungry.  

Basic necessities, such as soap and  

(Continued on p. 4) 
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The Science Fair 
By Kolby Parrott 

 

 
 

Anna Della Marna answers younger students’ questions about her science project, “Bird’s Eye for Color!”  PHOTO: 

MISS KUMAR, JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER  

  

very year at Carden Hall there is a 

Science Fair.  Each eighth grader 

picks an interesting research topic, 

conducts experiments, and records 

observations about it.  For example, a 

student could choose to investigate how fast 

plants grow under different lights. 

    During an interview about what curious 

seventh graders should know about next 

year, eighth grader Eric Hu advised, “Do not 

pick a topic that you do not like.”  Because 

this is a very lengthy project, Daniel Pierce 

also added, “Do not procrastinate.”   

    After the science teachers check a 

student’s data, they give the notes back to 

the students to make necessary changes. 

“You should make corrections right away 

and not wait until the last minute,” shared 

eighth grader Anna Della Marna, who 

conducted research on which colors and 

which locations of birdfeeders would make 

them the most successful. 

    “As you are moving along with your 

project,” recommended Cory Richards, “you 

should write down observations as you go 

and not wait until the last minute to try and 

remember or make up observations.”  For 

his experiment, Cory launched tennis balls 

filled with different items and then 

proceeded to record the measurements of 

distance, time in the air, and speed of the 

projectiles. 

    After several weeks of working very hard, 

the eighth graders displayed their results on 

large poster boards.  Family, friends, 

teachers, parents, and (Continued on p. 16) 
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Surf’s Up!  (Continued from p. 1) 

 

that working hard at something one enjoys 

can produce great results and even inspire 

others.  Congratulations to Kalohe on her  

 

impressive achievement!  Carden Hall 

wishes you even more success and more fun 

in the sun in high school and beyond.    

 

 

The Carden Hall Annual Jacks Tournament 
By Kolby Parrott and Christopher Dolak  

 

his year the fourth and fifth graders at 

Carden Hall participated in the 

school’s annual Jacks Tournament.  

According to editors of the Encyclopaedia 

Britannica, the name, jacks, comes from the 

term, chackstones, which were tossing 

stones.  Some sources say that the game 

originated in Greece, was taught to Greek 

soldiers by their army leaders to help them 

pass the time, and was called Knucklebones 

because the jacks were made of sheep or 

goat knucklebones.  The game requires great 

dexterity and a substantial amount of 

practice. 

    At Carden Hall this event has been a 

tradition for over forty-five years.  For a few 

weeks the students play each other during 

lunch recess.  Each contestant is placed in a 

bracket for his class.  When a player loses, 

he is placed in a different bracket.  In the 

finals the first place winners from each class 

play against each other.  At the end there is 

an overall winner for the fourth grade and an 

overall winner for the fifth grade. 

    In Mrs. Martin’s fourth grade class the 

first place winner was Trevor Weiss, and the 

second place winner was Sannah Dhamija.  

(Continued on p. 10)
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Food for Thought (Continued from p. 1) 

 

shampoo, help them feel presentable.  To 

help keep them warm and well-dressed, new 

clothes are given out.  Mr. Kilkenny, a 

junior high teacher at Carden Hall, said, “If 

you are fortunate, it is important to give to 

those in need, and it makes you feel good.” 

 

 

    Giving is a way to help people and leaves 

us with a good feeling in our hearts.  It is a 

great way to have a positive impact on 

someone and know that you are making a 

difference.  At Carden Hall we are all happy 

to help and to give to those in need. 

 

 

“Birds of a Feather…” 
By Carissa Penjoyan and Christopher Dolak 

(Blake Byers contributed to this story.)  

 

very year Carden Hall invites 

employees of the Orange County 

Bird of Prey Center to educate 

students about raptors.  Raptors are 

predators with talons, sharp beaks, and keen 

senses.  Mrs. Chase, a volunteer who used to 

rescue such animals and now helps with 

rehabilitating predators, elaborated on why 

these birds could not be released back into 

the wild, what they eat, and where their 

species normally live.  She also informed the 

students of each bird’s background story. 

    As the seventh graders calmly observed 

these fascinating creatures, Mrs. Chase 

handled four different raptors: Dolce, a red-

tailed hawk; Spartacus, a burrowing owl; 

Tweak, a great-horned owl, and a Harris 

hawk, that goes by J.R.  Each time Mrs. 

Chase walked around the room with one of 

these animals perched on her arm, the 

students held their breath and admired the 

beautiful bird.  When asked about his 

experience, Tanner Gray shared, “My 

favorite bird was J.R. because he made 

unique, screeching noises and was very 

well-behaved.”  Russell Barone added, “I 

think I liked Tweak the best because the 

lady was able to turn its head upside down 

and around.” 

    Not all students were ready to get too 

close to the animals, however.  As Keon 

Jafari revealed, “At first I was very 

interested in seeing the birds from a 

distance, and when Mrs. Chase took the first 

one out, I thought it was so little and 

harmless.  Then, when I saw the second one, 

I got a little nervous.  As I took a closer look 

though, I realized that the bird was very 

friendly, and I enjoyed seeing the other 

birds, too.”  Overall, the seventh graders 

enjoyed this experience and learned so much 

from it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“In nature we realize an infinite power.” – Goethe 
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The Black and White Winter Masquerade 
By Kylie Chen, Christopher Dolak, Keon Jafari, and Grace Cutrell  

 

 
 

Black, white, gold, and silver decorations and dinnerware adorn the dining area of The Black and White Winter 

Masquerade.  PHOTO: COURTESY OF MRS. LOUGHLIN 

 

n February 25, 2016 the junior high 

winter formal, hosted by the eighth 

grade, was thoroughly enjoyed by 

the entire junior high.  The eighth graders 

called it The Black and White Winter 

Masquerade, and the theme was brilliant.  

Well before the party, each junior high 

student was given a mask by Carden Hall.  

Because the decorations and the rest of the 

party were going to be black and white with 

gold and silver accents, students were 

encouraged to decorate the masks with any 

colors and designs that they wanted.  This 

gave additional flair to the party, and 

everyone decorated them beautifully.  Some 

students used glitter, tiny jewels, and vividly  

colored ribbons and feathers. 

    Before the party began, the junior high 

students participated in pre-party games.  

One of the games was Hungry, Hungry 

Hippos, and the champions were Matthew 

Andelin and Peter Gershon. 

    After the games the seventh and eighth 

graders dressed up for the dance.  They met 

at the courtyard for social hour.  All the 

students enjoyed (Continued on p. 17)
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Spreading Christmas Cheer at Vivante 
By Grace Murphy and Alex Morehead 

 

 
 

Carden Hall seventh graders gather together to sing Christmas carols for the residents of Vivante.  PHOTO: MISS 

KUMAR, JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER 

 

n a cool, crisp yet sunny day the 

entire seventh grade walked to a 

senior center, called Vivante, to sing 

Christmas carols to the people who live 

there.  All of the seventh graders had 

practiced the songs for several weeks before 

this.  All that preparation had led to the 

moment when they were going to sing in 

front of the people in the home.  When the 

students began to sing, everyone was so 

happy.  Some of the seniors even joined in, 

and we could see the joy on their faces.  The 

students sang six Christmas songs and 

recited Luke II.  The residents seemed 

impressed with Sammy Sloan’s solo and 

also when the grade sang in French. 

    After the performance seventh graders 

greeted audience members and had pleasant 

talks with the residents, who had been sitting 

in the lobby area while listening to the 

holiday tunes.  Grateful and full of praise, 

the lovely people thanked the seventh 

graders for their performance.  This was a 

wonderful experience, and the seventh 

graders were glad to have participated in an 

event that brought so much happiness to 

people who may live far from their loved 

ones or simply enjoy Christmas songs. 
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Carden Hall Students Fill Hearts with Joy  
By Russell Barone and Kolby Parrott 

 

or junior high students and family 

there is a separate Christmas program. 

This year students rehearsed sections 

of poems from each grade over the years.  

This brought back many memories of when 

the junior high students were younger.  They 

also sang many songs, including “Carol of 

the Bells” and “That’s Christmas to Me.”  

Eighth grader Davis Winsor performed a 

solo of “O Holy Night” and was praised by 

his peers later. 

    After the program students met with their 

loved ones and enjoyed cookies and punch 

in the Music Room.  At 3:00 p.m. junior 

high students went home.  The next day they 

helped students in Junior Primary through 

sixth grade by setting the tables with plates, 

napkins, and cups outside their rooms during 

their classroom Christmas programs and 

served cookies and punch.  After these 

programs had finished, everyone walked to 

the assembly area for the all-school 

assembly. 

   Excited family members sat in their seats.  

They were ready to watch the whole school 

perform.  Before the students sang, Mrs. 

Dablow gave an introduction.  The entire 

student body serenaded the crowd with 

beautiful songs, such as “Silent Night,” “O 

Holy Night,” and “Hark the Herald Angels 

Sing.”  Eighth grader Kylie Chen sang the 

solo for “O Holy Night,” and afterward the 

school enthusiastically applauded and then 

repeated the song.  Mrs. Asay, Mrs. Bosley, 

and Mrs. Goldin expertly guided the 

students.  After every song, students were 

showered with thunderous applause by the 

audience.  When the J.P. angels entered the 

assembly area, parents and students alike 

were touched by how sweet the children 

looked.  This was definitely a Christmas 

program to remember. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                          
 

 

 

 

 

“Joyous people are not only the happiest, but the 
longest lived, the most useful and the most successful.”  

– O. S. Marden 
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Challenge Course Inspires Eighth Graders 

By Riley Foster 

 

 
 

Eighth graders climb to new heights during Challenge 

Course.   PHOTO: MISS KUMAR, JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER 

 

n November 12, 2015, the eighth 

graders of Carden Hall excitedly took 

their seats on a large school bus at 

8:00 a.m. after placing their lunches in the 

storage area below.  As the vehicle departed 

for the UCI Challenge Course, students 

speculated about what kinds of activities they 

may get to try.  After the spirited eighth 

graders thought of every possibility they 

could, the chattering noise waned, and most 

chose to listen to music on their phones.  

    Soon the approximately twenty-minute ride 

was over, and the eighth grade walked to 

where the ropes course was to going to take 

place.  After the instructors introduced 

themselves, they guided the students through 

three activities, known as jousting.  The object 

of the first two jousts was to knock the other 

person over by pushing him.  The last joust 

was played by getting a partner and finding a 

position in which both of the players could rest 

all day by putting their hands together while 

keeping their feet on the ground. 

    After the jousts the instructors split the 

entire grade into five randomly determined 

groups. Then, each group participated in its 

own unique teamwork exercises, which 

required cooperation and creative thinking. 

    Following the activities around 11:30 a.m. 

all the eighth graders headed toward the 

benches, which were located under a tent near 

the ropes course where they had lunch.  After 

lunch, the groups started to gear up for the 

ropes course. 

    The ropes course consisted of two parts, an 

upper obstacle and a lower obstacle.  The 

instructors led their groups either to the top 

challenge or the bottom challenge, and the 

groups did not have a choice regarding the top 

course or the bottom course.  The top and the 

bottom both had four teamwork obstacles and 

a special and exhilarating challenge at the end. 

    The entire course was based on the ideas of 

trust and teamwork.  The event was known as 

a Challenge by Choice course, which meant  

that students were allowed to choose for 

themselves if they wanted to participate in the 

ropes course or not. 

    Several students benefited in a variety of 

ways.  Brooke Cravotta shared that it helped 

her conquer her fear of heights. Brendan 

Carley commented, “The Challenge Course 

was a great time for us with our teams and our 

individual mini-groups, and we got to work on 

leadership, which was good.”  Sophia 

Williams explained, “It’s amazing to see how 

all the eighth graders work together.  Everyone 

had to rely on each other to conquer the 

course.”  This course strengthened friendships, 

helped forged new ones, and also encouraged 

students to learn more about their classmates 

as well as themselves. 

    The Challenge Course was a new 

experience for some and a familiar experience 

for others, but the one thing all eighth graders 

definitely shared was the fun experience of 

bonding with their classmates. 

O 
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Museum of Tolerance
By Kylie Chen 

 

he eighth grade recently went on a 

field trip to the Museum of Tolerance 

in Los Angeles.  After a long ninety-

minute bus ride, we stopped at a large park 

to have lunch and an optional tasty treat 

from an ice cream truck.  Then, we 

proceeded to head to the museum, where our 

grade was split into two groups before 

beginning the tour. 

    Throughout this moving, educational 

experience we learned about the Holocaust, 

how we are the future, and how we can 

make the world a better place by working 

together to prevent such tragedies from 

occurring.  “I cannot believe that… the 

Holocaust… and every other form of 

discrimination along with other 

mistreatment I saw in the museum actually 

happened,” said Vivian Lin.  “It was also 

unbelievable learning that some forms of 

those heinous behaviors still exist today.” 

    Both of our eighth grade groups learned 

from fantastic, intelligent docents who 

taught us about key world history events. 

They gently asked us profound questions 

that were difficult to answer and made us 

genuinely think about life, the world, and 

our roles in society.  “The trip to the 

Museum of Tolerance was a very moving 

experience for me,” shared Brooke Cravotta.  

“Even though we learned about tragic 

events, it was those events that inspired me 

to want to make the world a better place.” 

    On the way back to school I thought about 

what I had seen.  It really made me aware of 

what was going on in the world.  I did not 

realize that most of the big companies had 

bought their materials from other companies 

that used child labor.  It truly shocks me that 

someone would think that this treatment is 

acceptable because we are all equal.  We are 

all human. 

    Although it was very sad and 

understandably poignant, this field trip 

changed the grade for the better and gave us 

the opportunity to broaden our perspectives 

and heighten our awareness of world issues.  

As Mia Ferrentino reflectively said, “It was 

an eye-opening experience that I will never 

forget.” 
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The Annual Jacks Tournament (Continued from p.3) 

     

    The first place winner in Mr. Kinowski’s 

fourth grade class was Jack Appleby.  The 

first place winner in Mrs. Driver’s fourth 

grade class was Arden Stobart, who 

narrowly beat the second place winner, R.J. 

Peterson, by one jack.  The second place 

winner of the entire fourth grade was Arden 

Stobart while the overall winner of the 

fourth grade was Eitan Rochverger, who 

was on five’s at the end of the match. 

    The fifth grade’s first place winners for 

each class were: Elle Baker, Diego Moyano, 

and Layne Galle.  Diego Moyano was the 

overall winner of the fifth grade.  When 

asked how much time they practiced each 

day to make it that far in the tournament, 

most of the finalists revealed that they spent 

fifteen minutes to an hour almost every day 

after finishing their homework.  Everyone in 

the tournament exhibited great 

sportsmanship, and, as always, the children 

really enjoyed it.

 

 

Robin Hood Spotted in Deepest Darkest! 
By Carissa Penjoyan 

 

he Robin Hood Party definitely 

presented an extraordinary show of 

costumes, cudgeling, and archery.  

This year the Girls’ Cudgeling Contest 

seemed more competitive than the Boys’ 

Cudgeling Contest.  The most popular 

costume was Robin Hood, but many 

students attended the festive gathering as 

deer while others came dressed as targets, 

which they had creatively painted on t shirts. 

    As the highly anticipated tug-of-war 

commenced, determined looks appeared on 

the faces of students while parents, siblings, 

and other relatives excitedly cheered.  The 

winning team of the tug-of-war was Mrs. 

Peters’ class.  The winner of the Boys-

versus-Girls Tug-of-War was the girls.  

Several students remarked that the most 

intense events were cudgeling and archery.  

The Robin Hood Party was positively a fun-

filled extravaganza.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cassidy Chyba makes a great effort to jump the table 

obstacle during the Robin Hood race.  PHOTO:  
 

RUSSELL BARONE, PHOTO EDITOR 
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Willy Wonka Wows  
By Christopher Dolak and Kylie Chen 

 

 
 

Dressed in their costumes and in full make-up, eighth graders perform Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory on a 

bright and sunny day.  Aidan Goltz as Mike Teevee, Noah Perelman as Charlie, Evelyn Taylor as Veruca Salt, 

Lauren Dirk as Violet Beauregarde, and Cory Richards as Willy Wonka entertain amused audiences.  PHOTO: MISS 

KUMAR, JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER 
 

very year at Carden Hall there is a 

school musical performed by the 

eighth grade students. This year they 

put on Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 

Factory.  The show was performed twice 

and was open to Carden Hall students, staff, 

and junior high parents.  It was a 

combination of the different versions of the 

movie.  Before the first showing Cory 

Richards who played Willy Wonka reported 

that he felt that everything was under control 

and that everyone was ready to perform. 

    The play was colorful and fantastic yet 

still seemed believable.  Throughout the 

performance the audience laughed at the 

funny songs and lines.  In particular, the 

audience enjoyed Evelyn Taylor’s 

performance as Veruca Salt, with her 

spoiled behavior and ridiculous tantrums.  In 

addition, the Oompa Loompas’ humorous 

songs and lively choreography amused the 

crowd.  After watching the creative musical 

Carissa Penjoyan, a Carden Hall seventh 

grader, declared, “The costumes, make-up, 

and sets were brilliant and gave the play a 

wondrous atmosphere.” 

    Noah Perelman, who played Charlie, 

commented, “The eighth grade musical was 

a very exciting experience.  I never thought 

that I would ever perform in a musical.  

Being Charlie was a lot of pressure, but in 

the end it was all worth it.”  Student 

director, Riley Foster, who had managed all 

the students and had attended each meeting, 

aptly stated, “The eighth grade musical was 

a great experience for all of us, whether we 

were creating, performing, or working 

behind the scenes.  I think it taught everyone 

how to work together and how to make our 

vision a reality.”  Congratulations to the 

Carden Hall Class of 2016 on a splendid 

production! 
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Volleyball Team Bumps, Sets, and Spikes Its Way to 

Championship Game 
By Grace Murphy 

 

he Carden Hall 2015 volleyball team, which included sixth, seventh, and eighth graders, 

consisted of eleven players, who played an estimated fourteen games this season.  They 

lost once to Pegasus during the regular season and again lost to Pegasus in the 

championships. Grace Cutrell, a seventh-grade member of the team, shed some light on how they 

worked together during the games.  “It was a bond of friendship and teamwork.”  Grace also 

shared how their championship game against Pegasus went.  “We started ahead by one point, but 

then Pegasus gained fourteen points.”  Then, Carden Hall gained six points, but the game ended 

with the score being seven to twenty-five: Pegasus.  Hopefully Carden Hall will beat Pegasus 

next year.  Nevertheless, we certainly had a good season this year.  Not only did our team work 

well together, but our players had fun, too.  Keep up the great work and positive attitudes, and 

go, Carden Hall!  

 

 

Second Graders Share the Fruits of Their Labor 
By Carissa Penjoyan, Christopher Dolak, and Kolby Parrott 

 

n the bright, green grass of the 

assembly area, the second grade 

performed peppy songs and recited 

creative poems with great enthusiasm at the 

annual Fruit Fair.  Bubbling with energy, the 

children wore festive clothing and snazzy 

accessories.  The young students danced 

superbly and sang wonderfully.  Throughout 

the humorous poems that were accompanied 

with lively facial expressions, the audience 

laughed and chortled with delight.  Of 

course, the “Ugly Bug Ball” seemed to be 

the fan favorite, especially because of the 

clever choreography. 

    The second graders also demonstrated 

their French skills by singing “J’aime le 

Fruit,” which was an instant hit.  “Shake the 

Papaya Down” was extremely entertaining 

because of the students’ imaginative dance 

moves.  While it is true that this year the 

second graders still do not have any 

bananas, the audience certainly went 

bananas for their incredible singing and 

dancing abilities.  Audience members, 

orange you glad you were there?  We sure 

were!  Great job, second grade! 

   

 

 

T 
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Miss Kumar’s Debate Program 
By Christopher Dolak 

 

 
 

Eighth graders Brooke Garcia, Callie Chen, Lindsay 

Herbert, and Isabella Erwin prepare points for the 

next debate.  PHOTO: MISS KUMAR, DEBATE COACH 

AND JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER 
 

his year Miss Kumar, a junior high 

teacher and the founder of our school 

newspaper, The Hall Street Journal, 

started the first debate program at Carden 

Hall.  As an addition to the after-school 

Enrichment Program, Debate was open to all 

seventh and eighth graders and was held 

throughout two different sessions to help  

accommodate students with multiple after-

school activities.  The students in each 

session met after school for an hour on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays for five weeks.  

The participants practiced their debating and 

public speaking skills. 

    After the first session Grace Murphy 

remarked that she enjoyed splitting up into 

seventh and eighth grade teams and debating 

about various topics.  At the beginning of 

each lesson the students were given a topic 

and a few minutes to research both sides of 

the issue.  Next, they picked a side and 

presented their evidence in support of their 

position.  When the team members finished 

their final arguments, Miss Kumar tallied 

the points and declared a winner. 

    Grace shared that the program helped her 

become more comfortable speaking in front 

of others.  She also enjoyed working with 

the other students.  After participating in the 

program Keon Jafari explained that he 

enjoyed the freedom of expressing his 

thoughts about different topics while 

learning and having fun at the same time.  

Rees Clasen reported that it was a great 

experience for him and that he is definitely 

going to participate in Debate again. 

 

             
 

              Photo 1       Photo 2          Photo 3 
 

Grace Murphy initiates the debate as Ryan Potter, Cory Richards, and Isabella Erwin listen closely and formulate 

their next points (1).  Gina Leaman and Nikki Fakhimi clearly disagree with the opposing team’s statements (2).  

Cory Richards vehemently gesticulates as he articulates his team’s argument (3).  PHOTOS: MISS KUMAR, DEBATE 

COACH AND JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER 
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D.C. Trip Creates Memories to Last a Lifetime 
By Kalohe Danbara and Riley Foster 

 

raveling is always fun, but it is even 

better with friends.  The eighth grade 

class takes a trip every year to D.C. 

and New York.  After sitting on a plane for 

many long hours, it was refreshing to step 

outside the airport into the crisp, cold air of 

D.C.  Even though we were tired, there was 

no time for rest; we immediately went 

sightseeing. 

    First, our hilarious tour guide took us to 

catch a glimpse of the White House.  Then, 

after grabbing a bite to eat, we embarked on 

our journey to visit monuments.  At the 

Thomas Jefferson Memorial it was very 

moving to look across the body of water and 

see all of the impressive buildings lit up 

against the night sky.  What a spectacular 

sight! 

    The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial was 

truly breathtaking.  His words have always 

been empowering and touching, but seeing 

them engraved in stone was a whole new 

and memorable experience.  Written upon 

the walls of his memorial was one of his 

many great quotes, “Darkness cannot drive 

out darkness, only light can do that.  Hate 

cannot drive out hate, only love can do that.” 

That first night of the trip was by far the 

coldest, but our bubbling excitement fueled 

our spirit.  Before we went to bed after a 

long day of travel, we looked out the 

window and were ecstatic to see that it was 

snowing.  It was magnificent! 

    The next day we visited another very 

important historical place, Ford’s Theatre. 

Ford’s Theatre is where President Lincoln 

was assassinated.  We walked across the 

street to the Peterson House, which is where 

Lincoln died.  Later in the day we also 

visited the World War II Memorial, the 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the Iwo Jima 

Memorial, and the Korean Memorial.  At the 

end of the day, we went shopping for 

souvenirs.  

    The following day we visited the 

Newseum, a museum of news.  This was 

such an informative and entertaining place.  

Before we roamed around the museum, we 

watched a 4D movie that took us back in 

time to watch many historical events as if 

we were actually there at those times.  We 

looked at newspaper articles about the 

Titanic, 9/11, and several other significant 

events. 

    Next, we journeyed to Arlington National 

Cemetery to visit the Tomb of the Unknown 

Soldier, where four students, who had 

written essays that were selected, were given 

the opportunity to lay a wreath on the tomb.  

These four students were Mia Ferrentino, 

Kalohe Danbara, Evelyn Taylor, and Riley 

Foster.  Mia’s essay was so moving that it 

brought people to tears.  Laying the wreath 

is a big honor, and we encourage anyone 

who goes on the D.C trip to take the time to 

write an essay to try and earn this chance.  

Before we left the cemetery, we visited the 

gravesites of the Kennedys.  That evening, 

we had a lovely dinner together at 

Benihana’s. 

    Before we headed off to New York, we 

spent our final day in D.C. at the White 

House and Mt. Vernon.  The White House 

was so amazing.  Adorning the walls were 

paintings of all the Presidents and First 

Ladies.  The chandeliers were mesmerizing.  

We were allowed to ask the Secret Service 

questions about the history of the White 

House and the Presidents.  It was a great 

experience to get to (Continued on p. 15)   

T 
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D.C. Trip Creates Memories to Last a Lifetime (Continued from p. 14) 

 

stand in the most historical house in the 

United States. 

    Before we headed up to Mt. Vernon, we 

stopped to eat at Old Country Buffet, which 

was the best buffet we have ever 

experienced.  There was every kind of food 

imaginable, and the desserts were 

mouthwatering.  After everyone had eaten, 

we made our way to Mt. Vernon, the home 

of George Washington, our first president.  

The grounds were beautiful and the house 

was preserved so well that it seemed 

habitable even today.  At night, we went to 

Sculpture Garden to ice skate. 

    The D.C. trip created so many wonderful 

memories that will last a lifetime. 

 

 

New York, New York! 
By Kylie Chen 

 

n the fourth day of the Washington 

D.C. and New York trip, we ate 

breakfast early at the hotel and 

departed on a long bus ride for New York 

City.  Along the way, we stopped at a gas 

station and went inside to buy snacks and 

drinks and use the restroom. 

    We boarded the bus and arrived in New 

York.  We stood in awe of the many 

building surrounding us.  We picked up our 

second tour guide, a humorous and hilarious 

New Yorker named Phil, who was 

knowledgeable and compassionate about 

New York, its buildings, and its history.  We 

were fascinated when we were told that we 

would not be able to see the horizon in New 

York City.  We went into Grand Central 

station and walked down to the food court 

where we had lunch. 

    On the fifth day of the wonderful trip, we 

woke up early and boarded the bus for 

Central Park.  With enthusiasm Phil, 

exclaimed, “Hey, guys!” to which still 

sleepy students softly but politely 

responded, “Hi, Phil.”  We walked through 

Central Park where we took a picture in 

front of a beautiful fountain and traversed 

the many winding paths of Central Park.  

We also visited a small castle and 

appreciated the vast view of Central Park 

from high up.  After lunch, we went to a 

beautiful cathedral with shiny stained glass 

windows and mosaics. 

    Next, the group went to Rockefeller 

Center.  Even though it was extremely cold, 

the view from the top was simply 

breathtaking.  Having admired the stunning 

view, we took a group picture, marveled at 

the large, shiny ball that drops every New 

Year’s, and shopped around for a couple 

hours before going to dinner.  After a 

delicious dinner, the group boarded the bus 

and went to the Broadway premiere of “The 

King and I,” a thoroughly entertaining play. 

Feeling beyond tired, the eighth graders 

traveled back to the hotel and quickly fell 

asleep after a long day.  (Continued on p. 

16) 

 

 

 

 

O 
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The Science Fair (Continued from p. 2) 

 

  
 

Cory Richards (L) shares his data with curious Carden Hall students and parents while Daniel Pierce (R) explains 

his science fair project, “Make It Then Break It,” to seventh graders.  PHOTOS: MISS KUMAR, JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER 

and students of all ages enjoyed talking to 

the eighth graders about their Science Fair 

projects.  Without a doubt, the eighth 

graders did a spectacular job this year and 

were very helpful in readily offering 

valuable advice to the seventh graders who 

will get to participate in the annual Science 

Fair next year. 

 

 

New York, New York!  (Continued from p. 15) 

 

    Early on the sixth morning of the trip in 

New York, we boarded a boat to enjoy some 

sightseeing, during which we rode around 

the Statue of Liberty.  The group then 

stopped at Ellis Island where we learned 

about its history and were given the chance 

to wander around the museum and explore.  

We took the boat back and went to a mall to 

eat lunch, after which we visited the 9/11 

Memorial and Museum, where we learned 

about the details of what happened and how 

the attack happened.  We also heard the 

heartbreaking stories of those who had lost 

their loved ones. 

    After spending time at the museum, we 

visited the massive Madison Square Garden, 

where we were given a VIP tour of the 

inside of the stadium and rooms.  As we 

climbed into the bus to get back to our hotel 

and prepare for our trip home, we thought 

about the incredible journey we were so 

fortunate to take and enjoy together.  What a 

memorable experience it was to spend that 

time together in such an exciting place! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Wisdom begins in wonder.” – Socrates 
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The Black and White Winter Masquerade (Continued from p. 5) 

 

 
 

Seventh graders Carissa Penjoyan and Grace Cutrell 

enjoy refreshing beverages while wearing their 

stylish masks at The Black and White Winter 

Masquerade.  PHOTO: COURTESY OF MRS. LOUGHLIN 

 

enjoyed seeing fellow students’ colorful and 

festive masks, which they donned while 

chatting and drinking chilled refreshments.  

Later, Mrs. Dablow announced that the 

eighth graders were to ask the seventh 

graders to join them for dinner. 

    The menu, designed by the eighth graders, 

consisted of items from California Pizza 

Kitchen and included pizza, macaroni and 

cheese, salads, and beverages, such as water 

and soda.  In keeping with the theme, the 

dishes and napkins were black and white, 

and the utensils were gold! 

    After enjoying a wonderful meal and 

lively conversation, the students leisurely 

strolled over to Room 24, where the eighth 

graders had adorned the entire space with 

black and white decorations made by all the 

students of junior high.  While listening to 

current pop music, seventh and eighth 

graders danced.  Miss Platt and Mr. Casaol 

showed the students different dance steps 

and conducted entertaining games.  After a 

brief ice cream and soda break, students 

were back on the dance floor. 

    All were in an extremely happy and merry 

mood.  The whole room swelled with the 

sounds of beats, melodies, and laughter.  

This dance party brought the entire junior 

high together and made students feel that 

they were all part of one big group rather 

than split into two separate grades.  The 

Black and White Winter Masquerade was a 

fantastic party with an exquisite theme to be 

remembered by the Classes of 2016 and 

2017 forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Don’t reserve your smiles for only your intimate 
friends.  Fortunately, smiles are available in unlimited 

supply.”  – Mae Carden 
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Pumpkin Parade 
By Kylie Chen, Carissa Penjoyan, and Grace Murphy 

 

n October 30, 2015, the seventh and 

eighth graders expressed their 

creativity in the annual Pumpkin 

Parade.  All sorts of pumpkins were carved 

and decorated.  There were pumpkins 

shaped like desserts, snacks, animals, and 

characters from movies, books, and even 

advertisements.  

    Many participants agreed that the 

pumpkins this year were unique and 

extraordinary.  At one table sat four eighth 

graders: Collin Abe, Sterling Beck, Ryan 

Potter, and Daniel Pierce.  While Collin 

commented that he had enjoyed eighth 

grader Anna Della Marna’s peacock 

pumpkin, Ryan playfully added, “Our table 

was the Danger Zone.” 

    At another eighth grade table, Griffin 

Ainsworth, who sat alongside Noah 

Perelman, Aidan Goltz, and Davis Winsor, 

remarked, “I think that the Pumpkin Parade 

lets out all the creativity of the seventh and 

eighth graders, and I think it really gives 

everyone a chance to connect with each 

other.”  Eighth grader Tyler Kaplan also 

commented that the Pumpkin Parade was “a 

great way to give back to the lower grades.” 

    When Logan Pence mentioned that it was 

enjoyable to hang out with his best buds, 

fellow eighth grader Ethan Strunk added, “It 

was so great to see all the faces brightened 

by our pumpkins.”  

    “The Pumpkin Parade lets Carden Hall 

students express their own creativity and 

admire other students’ creativity as well,” 

said Chase Greer.  Fellow eighth grader 

Jordan remarked that she really liked the 

Pumpkin Parade because she thought that it 

was a great way to start the Halloween 

festivities. 

    Riley Foster mentioned how she enjoyed 

pumpkin carving even more than last year 

and exclaimed, “It’s very exciting to see all 

the ways a plain pumpkin can be 

transformed!”  Seventh grader Nicole 

Tavoussi summed it up when she shared that 

it had been a fun experience. 

    Even though it took plenty of time and 

effort, all of the junior high students 

impressed audience members. The decorated 

pumpkins dazzled spectators, and many of 

the younger students remarked that everyone 

did an excellent job.  Indeed, the Pumpkin 

Parade was a remarkable event! 

 

 

 
ILLUSTRATOR: BROOKE CRAVOTTA, ART 

DIRECTOR AND CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR 
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Halloween Party Quite the “Thriller” 
By Kylie Chen 

 

he annual Halloween Party, which 

took place on the same day as the 

Pumpkin Parade, was bursting with 

just as much creativity.  Everyone wore 

extremely creative costumes, from matching 

outfits to unique ensembles that no one had 

ever seen before.  Eighth graders Jordan 

Needham, Mia Ferrentino, Gabi Valeriano, 

Mia Burns, Sadie Pitchess, and Evelyn 

Taylor donned matching basketball 

costumes for their skit. 

    All of the performances were spectacular.  

There were many dances, props, innovative 

titles, and hilarious topics for the skits.  

After the performances the junior high 

played games, such as the clothespin game 

and egg toss.  One person would throw an 

egg to the person on her team.  Eighth 

graders Brendan Carley and Clay Liolios 

won the egg toss.  Clay humbly stated, 

“Thank you for the opportunity.  I couldn’t 

have done it without my partner, Brendan 

Carley.  I guess that Mr. Gipson and the 

excitement of the skits got us revved up.  I 

would like to thank Carden Hall for 

providing the eggs.”  Brendan added, “Clay 

is an amazing partner. I would like to thank 

the chickens for giving us the eggs.  Also, 

like Clay said, the skits were fantastic.  They 

really did get us excited for the following 

events.” 

    After the egg toss, the eighth graders 

surprised everyone by performing Michael 

Jackson’s Thriller dance.  After a bit of free- 

style dancing during the introduction and 

later during the chorus, the eighth graders 

stayed in character and walked toward the 

seventh graders, who were sitting down and 

excitedly watching, and invited them to 

dance with them. 

   The party then erupted into even more 

dancing, fun, and laughter.  The 

choreography of the Thriller dance was 

taught by Miss Kumar, and the eighth 

graders did a fabulous job with only a short 

amount of time to practice.  The eighth 

graders enjoyed all of the seventh graders’ 

reactions; broad smiles and wide-eyed looks 

of surprise were all over the seventh 

graders’ faces.  They were tickled pink!  

With great enthusiasm they accepted the 

eighth graders’ invitations to dance.  All the 

teachers were smiling.  Seventh graders 

wondered how they planned it all out and 

managed to make the surprise happen. 

    Following the Thriller flash mob was 

square dancing, hosted by Mr. Gipson.  

After practicing every Wednesday for a 

month or so, the seventh and eighth graders 

knew exactly what to do.  Everyone 

remembered the dance moves, and with high 

energy and with everyone in sync, everyone 

square danced in groups. 

    After square dancing the entire junior 

high participated in the Hokey Pokey and 

the Chicken Dance, which were both 

directed by Mr. Gipson.  With gusto 

students danced to these childhood favorites.  

With catchy music playing, two sides 

formed: one with girls and one with boys, 

and that is when they performed the Virginia 

Reel.  People clapped and cheered each 

other on, and everybody was included. With 

everyone participating the junior high 

students demonstrated phenomenal direction 

following. 

    Assorted dance moves made students 

laugh and participate even more.  Seventh 

grader (Continued on p. 34)

T 
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It’s a Fact: Star Wars Is Back! 
By Christopher Dolak 

 

en years after the last Star Wars 

movie and thirty-two years after 

Episode VI, the adventure continues 

in Star Wars: The Force Awakens, the 

seventh film in this series.  The film brings 

back the favorite characters from previous 

movies and introduces a great set of 

interesting new characters.  Overall, the 

movie is exciting and fun and does a great 

job of continuing the story and setting up the 

characters for future adventures. 

    Thirty years after the defeat of the 

Empire, Luke Skywalker is missing.  Kylo 

Ren, a dark force user, and the First Order 

pose a new threat to the Republic.  A droid 

with a secret map ends up in the hands of a 

desert scavenger, named Rey, who teams up 

with Finn, a deserting Stormtrooper, to bring 

the droid to the Resistance.  Along the way 

they meet up with our favorite space 

smugglers, Han Solo and Chewbacca as they 

fight the First Order and travel through the 

galaxy. 

    The most interesting new character is 

Rey, who was forced to develop survival 

skills after she had been abandoned on a 

desert planet at a young age.  With her 

mysterious past she is likely to be central 

character as the story continues.  Rey, 

played by Daisy Ridley, was fierce and 

independent yet simultaneously generous 

and loveable. 

    With a good balance of action, surprises, 

and humor, the film is a great new Star Wars 

movie that leaves one eagerly waiting to see 

the next installment. 

 

 

                
 

 

 

 

T 
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Adventures in Wonderland 
By Brooke Cravotta and Cory Richards 

 

n a sunny Friday morning, sixth 

grade students prepared to display 

their artistic representations of their 

favorite scene from Alice in Wonderland by 

Lewis Carroll or The Adventures of Tom 

Sawyer by Mark Twain.  In the assembly 

area the sixth graders carefully set their 

creative endeavors on long tables for the rest 

of the school to admire.  Some students 

decided to recreate the scene of Tom and his 

friend on a raft, while others displayed the 

memorable caterpillar or the mercurial 

Queen of Hearts. 

    Using all sorts of different materials, 

ranging from popsicle sticks to Lego, each 

student took her time to carefully design and 

fashion outstanding creations to represent 

their favorite tableaus or characters.  Sixth 

grader Kate Kaiser stated, “It was a lot of 

hard work and effort, and I learned that you 

can do whatever you set your mind to.”  

According to Charlotte Olson, “The best 

part of the Poster Parade was probably 

seeing the positive expressions of the 

students, parents, and teachers passing by.” 

When asked about this special experience, 

Mallory Gannon replied, “It took time, but it 

was all worth it in the end.”  We certainly 

enjoyed your Poster Parade presentations!  

Fabulous work, sixth grade! 
 

          
ILLUSTRATOR: BROOKE CRAVOTTA, ART DIRECTOR 

AND CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR 
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Short Stories 
 

A Blessing in Disguise 
By Bella Kim 

 
t was Christmas Day, the day for which 

Melena has been waiting all year.  As soon 

as she woke up, she excitedly ran downstairs 

to the Christmas tree.  Just as she had hoped, 

there were several presents underneath the 

beautifully lit tree.  Melena and her brother ran 

to the tree and started to dig through the 

carefully wrapped gifts.  Melena opened present 

after present, but did not find what she desired: a 

special kind of gem necklace that all her friends 

had.  All she found were dolls, board games, 

books, and clothes, but no necklace. 

    As Melena opened her last present, a frown 

appeared upon her face.  Her parents noticed her 

disappointment and asked her what was wrong.  

Melena’s eyes filled with tears, and she stomped 

upstairs.  She was furious.  Melena put on her 

coat, boots, scarf, and gloves and raced out the 

door.  As she walked down the frozen streets of 

Chicago, she looked at all the cheerful families 

laughing and smiling. “If only I had gotten that 

necklace, I would be happy,” thought Melena. 

    She continued to mope as she plodded down 

the street when something caught her eye.  She 

looked more closely and saw an old woman, 

shivering in the cold and sitting alone next to a 

little boutique.  Melena noticed that she had 

worn-out boots.  She glanced down at her own 

shiny, new boots. 

    When Melena looked up, she saw that the old 

woman was wearing a shabby sweater with 

holes all over it.  Melena hugged her warm and 

puffy coat.  Tears started to stream down her 

cheeks.  Melena realized that not all had clothes 

to keep them warm, a cozy house to protect 

them from the cold weather, or even a loving 

family to hug when they are feeling down. 

Melena walked over and handed the old woman 

her brand new scarf and favorite gloves.  The 

woman refused to take them at first but finally 

accepted the gifts.  She smiled and thanked 

Melena with grateful tears in her eyes. 

    As Melena walked home, she felt wonderful. 

She realized that she did not need toys, fancy 

clothes, or a necklace to be happy.  She finally 

understood that Christmas is not about receiving 

and being ungrateful.  It was about gratitude.  As 

soon as she arrived at her house, the first thing 

Melena did was hug her family.  She felt so 

blessed. 



                

   ILLUSTRATION: BELLA KIM, ILLUSTRATOR  
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The Friendly Bears 
By Kolby Parrott 

 

ne weekend when my family and I 

were on a camping trip, I decided to 

go fishing at the lake which was 

close to where we camped.  As soon as I 

reached the reservoir, I saw a family of 

bears catching fish near the stream that led 

into the relatively large body of water.  I 

went closer with the thought of taking 

pictures. 

    When I selected a spot to watch the bears, 

they were missing.  I searched the vicinity 

but could not find them anywhere. This 

puzzled me because I could not figure out 

where they had gone.  After inspecting the 

ground closely, I found their tracks leading 

upstream. 

    After walking for a while, I came to their 

lair, which was a desolate cave embedded in 

a small hill.  I briefly peeked inside and was 

astounded by the number of bats hanging 

from the ceiling.  It was getting dark, so I 

headed back to my family’s campsite. 

    Upon my arrival I was bombarded by a 

barrage of questions about my fishing trip.  I 

told them that I had not caught any fish 

because I was distracted by a family of bears 

catching their own fish.  I told them about 

my entire trip from start to finish.  My 

inquisitive family wanted to go with me to 

see the bears in their natural habitat.  As 

soon as we woke up, we followed the trail 

upstream to their cave.  I told them to be 

careful, for bears are very territorial 

creatures, and cautioned them not to do 

anything that might disturb the bears or 

challenge their authority. 

    We arrived at the bears’ home and were 

shocked to discover a cub all alone and 

eating a fish, which was probably from their 

food-run yesterday.  The young bear stepped 

closer toward me and tried to climb up my 

leg.  After it had given up on this, I stepped 

away from it.  My family started screaming 

frantically.  I turned around, daunted to find 

a pack of wolves circling my family and me. 

    Just at the moment that they were about to 

attack, the mother and father of the cub 

came back and chased the wolves, which ran 

like the deer they hunted, into their neck of 

the woods.  Forever grateful, my family and 

I stepped off of their land and came back to 

our campgrounds where we cooked fish for 

dinner and toasted s’mores for the rest of 

that night. The next day we returned home 

and recorded our adventures in a journal that 

we would cherish forever. 
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What is your Favorite P.E. Game? 
By Christopher Dolak 
 

Survey designed by Alex Morehead, Aiden Azar, and Clay Kaneko 

Survey conducted by Christopher Dolak, Alex Morehead, Aiden Azar, and Clay Kaneko 

Results compiled by Christopher Dolak, Russell Barone, and Carissa Penjoyan 

 

 

 
 
 

First through eighth graders were asked which P.E. game was their favorite.  The list of options 

was exhaustive.  Pinguard, Jump the River, soccer, and Capture the Flag were the most popular; 

Running with the Bulls trailed close behind them.  For first, second, sixth, and eighth graders, the 

top two favorites were Pinguard and Jump the River.  In the third and fourth grades Capture the 

Flag and Pinguard earned the most votes.  The fifth grade’s top picks included soccer and 

Capture the Flag, while the seventh graders chose Capture the Flag and Jump the River.  

 

 

“Play is the highest form of research.” 
– Albert Einstein 
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Did You Know…? 
Compiled by Dylann Douglass and Bella Kim 

 

By Dylann Douglass (Source: www.did-you-knows.com) 

 

∙ Fortune cookies were invented in San 

  Francisco. 

 

∙ Eleven percent of people are left-handed. 

 

∙ August has the highest percentage of 

  births. 

 

∙ A cat has thirty-two muscles in each ear. 

 

 

∙ A group of pandas is called an 

  embarrassment. 

 

∙ Every day is a holiday somewhere. 

  

∙ Tree hugging is forbidden in China. 

 

∙ The pupil of an octopus is rectangular. 

 

 

 

    
  
 

ILLUSTRATIONS: BROOKE CRAVOTTA, ART DIRECTOR AND CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR 

 

 

 

By Bella Kim (Sources: www.did-you-knows.com; www.kidsoworldfun.com) 

 

∙ Dalmatians are always white at birth. 

 

∙ Dogs’ nose prints are unique, just as 

  humans’ fingerprints are. 

 

∙ Butterflies have two eyes but one thousand 

  lenses. 

 

∙ Hummingbirds cannot walk. 

 

∙ The only colors butterflies can see are red, 

  yellow, and green. 

 

∙ One cannot talk and inhale at the same 

  time.  Try it!
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Simple Recipes 
 

Brownie in a Cup 
By Olivia Lane 

 

You will need:       How to make it: 

 

∙ ¼ cup of flour      ∙ Mix flour, sugar, cocoa, and 

          salt thoroughly. 

∙ 3 tablespoons of sugar 

 

∙ 2 tablespoons of unsweetened, natural cocoa  ∙ Add water, oil, and vanilla extract. 

 

∙ 1/8 teaspoon of salt      ∙ Microwave for eighty seconds. 

  

∙ ¼ of cup water        ∙ Enjoy!    

  

∙ 2 tablespoons of canola oil or vegetable oil 

  (Do not use extra virgin olive oil.) 

 

∙ ¼ teaspoon of vanilla extract     

 

Mama Garcia’s Tortilla Chips Recipe 
By Brooke Garcia  

 

Ingredients: 

 

∙ 1 bag of corn tortillas 

 

∙ 48 oz. of canola oil 

 

∙ Salt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directions: 

 

∙ Heat oil in large pot at high temperature 

 

∙ Cut tortillas into quarters 

 

∙ Deep fry chips until they are crispy or have 

  floated to top 

 

∙ Take out chips and shake off excess oil 

 

∙ Sprinkle any amount of salt on chips 

 

∙ Enjoy plain or with your favorite salsa!
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Punch that Packs a Punch 
By Russell Barone 

 

You will need: 

 

∙ 2 bottles of 7-Up 

 

∙ ¾ cup of orange sherbert 

 

∙ 1 can of pineapple rings 

  (Rings are better than slices.) 

 

∙ A large punch bowl 

 

 

Steps: 

 

∙ Mix ingredients together in a large punch bowl.  

 

∙ Try to make the rings float. 

 

∙ Be sure to clean the counter thoroughly.  If these ingredients get on the counter, the surface will 

  get very sticky. 

 

 

Great for parties, New Year’s Eve, fiestas, other events, and just for fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fun comes from doing something right, not from 

leisure and relaxation.” – Mae Carden 
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p’s and q’s: Poetry and Quotations 
 

Friendship 
By Grace Cutrell 

 

You and I cannot see it;    The sky is gray and gloomy, 

This thing is around us.    But you don’t have to be lonely. 

Although we may be apart,    Today it is time to be free, 

You will always belong in my heart.   For you mean the world to me. 

 

 

The Joyful Golden Retriever 
By Katie Jones 
 

I am loyal and respectful. 

I am gentle with the children.  

I am amusing to the little ones. 

Who am I? 
 

I am a golden retriever. 

I have shaggy, golden brown hair. 

I have white highlights around my haunches,  

stripes all over my body, and belly. 

Who am I? 
 

I stroll all over the campus ground with my favorite toy, a giraffe. 

I enjoy all the petting I receive from the students. 

I love to lie in front of fans or blowing air. 

Who am I? 
 

I gratefully and freely roam the Carden Hall grounds. 

Wherever I go, I follow Mrs. Jones and am chased by the children who enjoy scrubbing me. 

I wag my tail merrily. 

Who am I? 
 

I am appreciative for being the favored pet of these superb students. 

The young children perk up when they see me stride. 

I guard Carden Hall tenderly. 

Do you know who I am? 
 

I am the contented canine.  I am… Dusty.  
(In loving memory of our Carden Hall mascot.) 
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Quotable Quotes 
Compiled and interpreted by Zachary McMillan and Rees Clasen 

 

By Zachary McMillan 

 

“If your actions inspire others to dream 

more, learn more, do more, and become 

more, you are a leader.”  – John Quincy 

Adams 

 

 

“What is now proved was once only 

imagined.” – William Blake 

 

 

 

 

By Rees Clasen 

 

“In three words I can sum up everything 

I’ve learned about life: it goes on.”  

 – Robert Frost 

 

 

 

“What sunshine is to flowers, smiles are to 

humanity.”  – Anonymous 

 

 

 

If you set an example for others, and they 

see you focusing on the lesson or even 

helping a friend out, they might just do the 

same, making the world a better place for all 

of us. 

 

Everything created was once imagined, so 

imagine it, believe it, and then do it.  If you 

are determined, you can achieve anything, 

so remember this and excel at life. 

 

 

 

 

If something bad happens one day, move on 

and make the next day a new day.  If you’re 

in a bad mood, don’t let it hang onto you, 

remember that you can always turn your 

attitude around. 

 

A smile can change someone’s day.  If you 

know someone is feeling down, just give 

him a smile, and you could make him feel so 

much better. 
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Puzzles And Games 

Carden Word Search 
By Katie Jones 

 
K G E C L M U S I C Q R 

A R J S L V O F Y K N P 

B A  K U T E A C H E R S 

K D O B N E X T G H A Z 

A E  H J L I P W E R H U 

C F H E V I O O B P T E 

I C I C B S S R E I A W 

S R S T G C P M H P M V 

U V T S F I E G B I M K 

M F O U B E L O L L G A 

G Q R H J N L U S P M H 

T K Y G K C I D U S T Y 

F S T U D E N T V B C R 

L H L V I E G T G V X E 

P L J F I V E S T E P H 

M R H G L P T O K D A C 

C L A S S M L V P P S A 

O K L I T E R A T U R E 

A C M O U Y T R E W Q T 
 

 

Find the following words and circle them: junior high, grade, class, math, spelling, science, 

history, Dusty, literature, five step, music (appears twice), teacher, student, subject, and for a 

challenge: qwerty.  (Key on p. 35)  
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Christmas Crossword Puzzle 
By Christopher Dolak 

 

 
 

Across 

  3.  Hang them on your mantel. 

  6.  What you hope to find under your tree. 

  8.  Joyful tunes. 

10.  Santa rides in this. 

11.  Knows if you have been naughty or nice. 

12.  What goes on top of the tree. 

13.  Animals that pull Santa's sleigh. 

15.  What little men and houses are made of. 

 

Down 

  1.  Santa's workers. 

  2.  Food set out for Santa. 

  4.  A red and white treat. 

  5.  Hung on your tree. 

  7.  Where Santa lives. 

  9.  A good place to get a Christmas kiss. 

14.  Has carrot nose and coal eyes. 

       (Key on p. 35)  
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A-MAZE-ing! 
By Christopher Dolak 

 

(Key on p. 35) 

 

Animal Hunt 
By Christopher Dolak 

 

This animal stands on four legs.  It has a tail.  This creature is commonly small.  It does not store 

food for the winter.  This animal does not have fur.  Finally, it has scaly skin.  Which animal fits the 

description? 

     

     

      ILLUSTRATIONS: BROOKE CRAVOTTA, ART DIRECTOR AND CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR 
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Punny Comics and More 
 

Clever Canine Conversation 
As told to Christopher Dolak by family members 
 

 
 

Tweenage Mutant Fruit Ninja Parrots! 
Created by Tanner Gray and illustrated by Brooke Cravotta 
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Beach Party 
By Cory Richards, Grace Murphy, and Grace Cutrell 

(Ian Proctor contributed to this report.)  

 

t the beginning of the year the junior 

high left school early and went to 

Big Corona.  It has been a Carden 

Hall tradition for many years.  When 

everyone arrived, students applied sunscreen 

and were allowed to swim in the ocean or 

stay on the beach and talk to friends. 

    After about an hour of free time and 

socializing, the seventh and eighth grade 

students started games prepared by the 

coaches.  First, everyone was split into three 

groups.  One group played volleyball, 

another group played surf ball, and the final 

group played nation ball.  After some time 

the groups switched games. 

    In surf ball tennis balls are thrown into the 

ocean and everyone races to grab one.  

Whoever does not grab a tennis ball is 

eliminated.  As more people are eliminated, 

more tennis balls are taken out until one 

person is left.  Surf ball participants then 

played volleyball after being randomly 

organized into teams. 

    Every so often students were given a 

“swim break,” during which some raced for 

the water while others stayed back to walk 

with friends, look for sea shells, build 

sandcastles, or throw around a football. 

   While the teachers and coaches cooked 

very delicious hamburgers for the entire 

junior high, students snacked on chips and 

drank chilled beverages.  After they had 

their burgers, students were then instructed 

to pick up five pieces of trash before 

receiving dessert, which was a thick, 

magnificent brownie.  One by one, each 

student was picked up and taken home.  This 

party brought all of the junior high students 

closer together.  Junior high students are 

certainly looking forward to the Beach Party 

at the end of this week. 

 

 

Halloween Party Quite the “Thriller” (Continued from p. 19) 

 

Alex Morehead eagerly came bouncing 

down the Virginia Reel in his costume, 

resembling an extremely energetic 

marshmallow.  Next followed several 

popular line dances, including the Wobble, 

the Doo-Wop, the Cupid Shuffle, Popcorn, 

the Macarena, and the Electric Slide. 

    Tarik Aliyazicioglu, an eighth grader, 

breathlessly shared, “Fun party!  So much 

dancing!  Great snacks!  The candy was 

delicious.”  Eighth grader Collin Abe also 

shared later that he was able to show off his 

Thriller dance moves on the jumbo screen at 

a sporting event.  Way to go, Collin!  The 

Halloween Party gave everyone a chance to 

bond and learn new dances together, and 

now we are all closer and have so many 

wonderful memories. 

 

 

 

 

 

A 
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Carden Word Search Key 
(From p. 30) 

 

           
 

 

 

 

A-MAZE-ing! Key 
(From p. 31) 

 

 

Christmas Crossword Puzzle Key 
(From p. 32)  

 

Across    Down 
 

  3.  STOCKINGS      1.  ELVES 

  6.  PRESENTS      2.  COOKIES 

  8.  CAROLS       4.  CANDY CANE 

10.  SLEIGH       5.  ORNAMENT 

11.  SANTA CLAUS      7.  NORTH POLE 

12.  STAR       9.  MISTLETOE 

13.  REINDEER   14.  SNOWMAN 

15.  GINGERBREAD 

 

 

 

 

“Value the little experiences which make up your 
daily life and the kind deeds that you see in others.”  

– Mae Carden 
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Artwork 

 
 

ILLUSTRATIONS: BROOKE CRAVOTTA, ART DIRECTOR AND CHIEF ILLUSTRATOR  

 

   
 

ILLUSTRATION: BROOKE CRAVOTTA, ART DIRECTOR AND CHIEF  ILLUSTRATION: JORDAN NEEDHAM, 

ILLUSTRATOR       ILLUSTRATOR 
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Our Story 

 

n September of 2014, students filed into 

the classroom to hear the announcement 

about starting a school newspaper for 

Carden Hall.  Questions floated through the 

air: What will it look like?  What are the 

different roles on a school newspaper?  

When will it come out? 

    Initially a production led solely by eighth 

graders, The Hall Street Journal eventually 

opened its doors to students of the seventh 

grade.  New waves of ideas and enthusiasm 

arose, and even more industriousness 

followed.  As Helen Keller stated, “Alone 

we can do so little; together we can do so 

much.” 

    As regular journalism meetings 

continued, questions about the future waned, 

and a different kind of curiosity grew. 

Students began to ask: Who? What? When? 

Where? Why? How?  As all good journalists 

do, this year’s editorial staff answered these 

questions, the aforementioned questions, and 

so many more. 

    Several articles covering Carden Hall 

activities, social events, sports, and trips 

were submitted.  Short stories, games, 

 

 

comics, and artwork were created, and 

points of contention were being debated. 

    With tremendous dedication, diligence, 

and determination, journalism students 

asked questions, took notes, wrote articles, 

and submitted them.  Then, they read notes, 

made corrections, clarified quotes, and 

resubmitted them.  The students worked 

hard, and they worked efficiently.  They 

shared ideas, met with challenges, and 

maintained positive attitudes.  Best of all, 

they learned with enthusiasm. 

    It has been a great joy for me to work 

with these bright, innovative, and devoted 

students and to help them realize their goals 

as well as the meaning of Mae Carden’s 

words: “Satisfaction is the feeling you 

experience when you have done something 

right.” 

    Congratulations to the editorial staff of 

the second issue of The Hall Street Journal. 

Each of you has been tremendously 

supportive of your peers.  You have learned 

so much and have worked very hard.  I 

heartily commend you! 

 

Sincerely, 

                Miss Kumar

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Within each child is a deep and natural desire to 
learn, to understand life, to develop good judgment, 

and to live in accord with strong values.” 
– Mae Carden 

I 
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All writing in this publication has been in accordance with Carden grammar standards. 
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